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The Deacon's Thanksgiving 
W. HAWKINS 
"ALWAYS FOR 
"Giving thanks always for all things in the Name 
(Eph. 
Old Deacon Bedell was the cheeriest man 
You'd meet with in many a day; 
He 'lowed that the Lord had a pretty good 
plan 
For running the world, and he'd say: 
"I'm thankful that things are about as they 
are— 
They could be a mighty sight wuss,— 
An the things we've complained of the 
loudest so far 
Have proved to be blessin's to us." 
i 
When others lamented the drought, he'd 
reply, 
. "It's better than havin a flood, 
An we ought to thank God when the. 
weather is dry 
That we don't have to waller in mud." 
Yet, when it was stormy he'd never com-
plain, 
But say, with immutable trust, 
"The Lord in His goodness has sent us the 
rain, 
To lay this discomfortin dust." 
When adversity smote him it fell like the 
dew 
On a mountain's impervious crest; 
For his simple philosophy held to the view 
That everything worked for the best. 
And for others' misfortunes he always 
ALL THINGS" 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father" 
5:20). 
could find 
Such sweet consolation to give, 
It seemed that he envied the halt and the 
blind, 
The lives they were destined to live. 
One day he was caught in a threshing 
machine,—• 
It cost him a leg, but he said: 
"That's gettin' off cheaper than some I have 
seen, 
I'm thankful it wasn't my head." 
And always thereafter he stumped on a 
P^ 
Or patiently went with a crutch, 
Declaring, "I'm savin' a lot on that leg,— 
My socks only cost half as much." 
When his end was approaching, he said 
with a smile, 
As they folded his hands on his breast: 
"I've worked pretty hard a consid'able 
while, 
An' I'm thankful to git a good rest." 
So he went through the world strewing 
smiles on his way, 
And the neighbors surviving him tell 
That, no matter what happened, it seemed 
every day 
Was Thanksgiving for Ezra Bedell. 
—The Herald of Light. 
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Relief and Service Committee 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE RELIEF NOTES 
Akron, Pennsylvania 
Brother J. N. Byler, Sisters Lois Gunden 
and Helen Penner, recently appointed for 
relief work in France, sailed from New 
York on October 4th for Lisbon, Portugal. 
Brother Byler is from Hesston, Kansas 
and has been a professor in the Mennonite 
college there for the past fourteen years. 
He has been given leave from his teaching 
for a year to go as a relief worker to 
France. Brother Byler will be replacing 
Brother Jesse Hoover as director of the 
French relief work, and will have his 
headquarters at Marseille, France. During 
Brother Byler's absence Sister Byler will be 
actively engaged in the M. C. C. headquar-
ters at Akron as homekeeper. 
Sister Lois Gunden, professor of French 
at Goshen College, also has a leave of 
absence, and has been sent to France to di-
rect part of the home colony program for 
children. Her knowledge of French will well 
qualify her for her work. Sister Helen Pen-
ner, a teacher, and student of Bethel Col-
lege, will also be working in France as di-
rectress of one of the homes for children. 
Both Sisters Penner and Gunden will be lo-
cated in Unoccupied France to carry on re-
lief work. 
London England—Peter Dyck's letter of 
August 19. 
"According to John Coffman's letter this 
morning, a shipment of clothing has just 
arrived in Liverpool. This is the shipment 
I helped with during my pleasant stay in 
Akron. It will be a real treat distributing 
these goods." 
Birmingham, England 
The latest developments in relief projects 
here have been the opening of a home for 
aged and semi-infirm people who have been 
left destitute by the war. This home is lo-
cated near Birmingham and is a haven for 
many war-sufferers. 
Brother Jesse Hoover was expected to 
arrive in New York not later than Tuesday, 
November 11. 
M. C. C. RELIEF NOTES 
Brother Joseph Byler, with Sisters Lois 
Gunden and Helen Penner sailed from New 
York, Oct. 4th, arriving Lisbon Oct. 14th. 
Bro. Byler will replace Bro. Jesse Hoover 
as General Director of the French Relief, 
while the two Sisters will take charge of 
the two groups of refugee children. 
Bro. Hoover plans to return by Clipper 
leaving Lisbon Nov. 8th. 
England—Quoting from a letter by Bro. 
John E. Coffman, dated Oct. 8: "Both the 
April and July shipments have at last been 
delivered to us. That of July reached us 
just the day before the April. We have al-
ready unpacked the two cases and found 
them, for the most part, quite satisfactory." 
On October 31, a shipment of clothing 
from the Ephrata, Pa., depot was made for 
London, England. The shipment weighing 
something over 3,000 pounds consisted large-
ly of children's clothing. With winter ap-
proaching it is hoped that frequent clothing 
shipments can be made from our clothing 
depot for England. 
France—Brother Henry P. Buller, writing 
"from Lyon, France, October 17, tells of giv-
ing aid to a group of Armenians located in 
France. These Armenians have been given 
powdered milk and 20 of their children have 
been supported for a period of time. 
Brother Peter Dyck from Birmingham, 
England quotes from a letter from the 
Mayor of Coventry: "I am writing to ask if 
you would be so kind as to convey my very 
grateful thanks to the Mennonite Central 
Committee of Akron, Pennsylvania, for 
their kindly generosity in sending to me 
this three consignments of clothing and two 
consignments of boots, to help our people, 
who have lost their homes and belongings 
through enemy air raids." 
From France—Brother Jesse Hoover writes 
the following: 
"Greetings to all of the 'workers together' 
who are standing by us at home. Time goes 
so quickly here that before we are aware 
weeks and even months have slipped away. 
It does not seem possible that I have been 
in France over six months now. The time 
has been so very full that it has gone by 
with unbelievable swiftness. 
"Since that other letter was sent to you, 
I have been to visit our work in the South 
again. Everything continues to my great 
satisfaction there. I feel that I have things 
pretty well arranged for the continuation of 
that work for the entire winter. Sufficient 
supplies have been bought to safeguard 
these services and the colonies for eight or 
ten months at least. 
"The larger purchases for school-feeding 
projects in Lyon and possibly other places, 
have not yet been completed. Orders have 
been placed and we are assured that we will 
get our supplies, but there may be some 
further delay in actual delivery. I believe 
that later in the winter there will be even 
greater need for the things which we may 
furnish. The needs are sufficiently grave at 
the present, so that we wish we could be 
operating on a broader basis right away. 
"The food distributions at Banyuls con-
tinue in the usual satisfactory channels. I 
do not believe that I mentioned before that 
the Mayor of Banyuls demonstrated in an 
unusual way the complete confidence and re-
markable co-operation the local authorities 
are giving to our program down there. The 
Mayor has a rather large garden, in which 
he produced some very nice potatoes this 
summer. Being a very generous and kind-
hearted man, he decided to distribute what 
he did not personally require, to the refu-
gees and needy, hungry people of his city. 
And here is where we came into the picture. 
Rather than to do the distributing himself 
and taking all of the credit, or rather than 
to trust it to his own subordinates, he 
elected to make the donations through our 
organization. Of course, we gave him full 
credit. But it seems to me a remarkable 
testimony of the confidence and esteem in 
which we are held by the authorities who 
know us. It appears like a magnificent 
compliment to the integrity of our local 
staff as well as the reputation of the Men-
nonites. My concern is that nothing may 
ever occur to alter that feeling in any way. 
"The colony, or Convalescent Home, at 
Canot Plago is now operating at capacity. 
There are between fifty-five and sixty chil-
dren there all of the time, plus the staff. 
The French girl who was the assistant to 
Miss Gerber has carried on the policies of 
the colony until the permanent directress 
could be secured. We are anxiously await-
ing the arrival of the new delegates. But 
as far as I could determine everything is 
proceeding in a very satisfactory manner. 
"Returning to Marseille I made a number 
of stops to explore the needs and possibili-
ties of assistance in other cities in the South. 
It appears that the need is greatest in that 
region. This is due to the greater number 
of refugees farther south, as well as to the 
greater scarcity of food production in that 
section. The food situation has been well-
nigh desperate during a part of the summer 
in certain places there. What it will be this 
winter is almost more than I can personally 
imagine. The other advantage to opening 
an office and relief project somewhere down 
there would be that one of the delegates 
would then be close to our work along the 
border. Personally, I am more and more in-
clining toward this plan. There are a num-
ber of very needy and appropriate centers 
to establish such a work." 
NOTICE 
The National Service Board was asked by 
the Government to decide and give a definite 
answer whether or not they intended to con-
tinue to operate the Civilian Service Camps 
permanently on the.same basis as has been 
set up during the experimental period. 
Various meetings of the constituent sup-
porting groups have been held and in view 
of the fact that we stood to lose all the 
privileges we now enjoy in planning and 
operating the Camps for our boys, prac-
tically all the co-operating Church groups 
gave their decision to carry on and support 
the present plan. At a meeting of the Penn 
State officials at Harrisburg, Pa., Oct. 22nd, 
the matter was fully presented, and an 
unanimous decision given that we obligate 
ourselves to carry on the work. Since the 
matter demanded an almost immediate an-
swer to the Government it was not possible 
for your Relief and Service Committee to 
contact all sections of the Brotherhood, but 
all those whom we were able to contact were 
favorable to our supporting the work as 
had been approved at our last General Con-
ference. 
At a meeting of the M. C. C. held at Chi-
cago, four members of our Committee, 
Swalm, Brubaker, Hoffman and Ulery were 
present. This associated group without a 
dissenting voice pledged themselves to carry 
on the work. 
This status of the Camp program makes 
it necessary for each district of the Church 
to raise the quota of $2.00 per member for 
this Conference year. Some districts have 
already met their quota, others have in-
stituted some system by which they are 
meeting the need in a continuous program 
through the year, while it appears some 
districts have not as yet made any effort at 
all. We feel all should sense it is an in-
cont inued on page 368) 
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Abundant Cause for 
Thanksgiving 
AT the time of this writing, no procla-mation had as yet been issued from 
the White House concerning our national 
Thanksgiving Holiday for the year 1941; 
but regardless of this, the people of the 
United States—and in fact, all of the 
Americas—have abundant cause to lift 
their voices in grateful praise and thanks-
giving to Almighty God for His abundant 
goodness and mercy toward us. Today 
someone mentioned the disagreeableness of 
the almost incessant rain in certain parts 
of the country, but another one remarked, 
"Yes, but it's only raining rain and it is 
not raining bullets." 
How kind Providence has been to us 
here, and how little we can comprehend 
the terrible distress through which many 
of the peoples of the world are passing; 
millions of them deprived of their homes, 
thousands of others robbed of loved ones, 
fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, 
they will never see each other again. Here 
in America we have had only a slight taste 
of the horrors of war and as the season's 
Thanksgiving Day approaches, the fami-
lies of America deeply sympathize with 
those who have lost loved ones in what 
seems to us an utterly foolhardy under-
taking. 
The food supplies of America have nev-
er been greater than at the present time. 
On every hand there is an abundance, and 
practically all who desire to work can 
find gainful employment. Bank deposits 
are higher than usual and the scale of 
wages being paid to the workers of Amer-
ica has reached an all time high. On every 
hand, we as a nation have opportunity, if 
we so desire, to maintain our schools, our 
churches, and can thank God that we have 
thus far been spared from any great 
plagues or pestilences. 
No doubt with some of us the year has 
brought unexpected trials and disappoint-
ments. Perhaps to some of us illness has 
come in a most unexpected manner, but 
regardless of all this, our cup is full. "The 
Eternal God is still our refuge and under-
neath are the everlasting arms." What-
ever day may be set apart in your state as 
a Day of Thanksgiving, we suggest that 
you make that day a real one in your life. 
We do not know what another year may 
bring forth. This year we are still enjoy-
ing the tranquility of national peace. The 
war clouds may be hanging low, but as yet 
none of our American boys have been sent 
abroad. Perhaps in another year this can-
not be said. God only knows what lies 
before us. But let us remember the apos-
tle's injunction that in everything we 
should give thanks for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
A holy day should never be made a 
holiday. 
Thanksgiving in Our Homes 
WOULD it not be wonderful if in Amer-ica this Thanksgiving season, men 
and women could find time to strengthen 
the oldest human institution in the world. 
This institution which is God created and 
whose very foundation is in the fiat of 
God's eternal will, intended to bring hope, 
happiness and security to the earth's mil-
lions. The home is essentially a garden, 
in which all graces are rooted. It is there 
we learn how to live together, and it is 
there we also learn how to meet the world 
on the outside with courage and determi-
nation. There are certain things in the 
home which must be observed if it is to 
be a home. They are courtesy, patience, 
forbearance, unselfishness, and kindness. 
The Christian Home is the most perfect 
institution in the world, for it is here that 
the parent, the child, the servant, and all 
find their perfect opportunity to keep the 
greatest of all Commandments — to love 
God supremely, to put the interest of oth-
ers before one's own interests. If, in every 
home in America, Christ could be en-
throned that He might truly be given a 
place in every heart, that He might reign 
there, that the Holy Spirit might have free 
course in every life, we are sure that the 
peace of God would guard hearts and 
homes, and men and women would find 
their joy complete. 
Looking Down or Looking Up 
QUOTING from an exchange, we note the , following: "Fifty Years of Looking 
Down" is the title of a leaflet which tells 
a strange and pathetic story of a man who 
in his youth found a five dollar bill. Al-
ways after that he never lifted his eyes 
while walking for fear he might miss some 
lost or discarded article. Through fifty 
long years he had gathered together 29,516 
buttons, 54,172 pins, 12 cents, a bent back 
and a miserable disposition. 
There are many people who go through 
life always looking down, forever worry-
ing. They have themselves constantly tilt-
ed earthward. To some life is a mere 
grind, because they are constantly grasp-
ing everything within reach. Was it not 
John Bunyan who tells about one who 
could look in no way but downward, that 
he had a muckrake in his hand and all the 
while there stood above him one with a 
crown offering it in exchange for the 
muckrake? Unfortunately, the foolish man 
neither looked up nor paid any attention. 
He kept raking to himself the straws, the 
small sticks and the dust of the floor. 
It's a trick of Satan these days to make 
us dissatisfied with everything and every-
body, keep us looking down and working 
w'ith a muckrake until we lose sight of the 
great promises of the Eternal God and of 
the great things He has in store for those 
who love Him. When we forget ourselves 
and catch a vision of things eternal, we are 
not continuously concerned about the 
thoughts of our own welfare, but a vast 
new vision of a world of dying men and 
women who need Christ stretches out be-
fore us. We desire by the grace of God to 
be of some use in winning these souls 
back to Christ. 
A CLERGYMAN of London tells of de-stroyed churches and disbanded con-
gregations, but in connection with his 
report, he states that "Never were congre-
gations more attentive." In many places 
just a lay preacher may gather people to-
gether in their homes and there speak to 
them of their sins, and of their Saviour, 
and the people hearken to his word. He 
writes: 
"Wartime is not a period of confec-
tionery and of little fancy cakes. Nour-
ishing food is demanded and where the 
churches are failing to give the bread of 
life, the congregations are very thin." 
Surely his words have a deep meaning, 
not only for those in war stricken countries 
but for people everywhere. We need in 
these days to have the real thing, that when 
the hour of tribulation arrives, we may be 
able to trust in Him in whom we have be-
lieved, regardless of all else. 
I Will Praise the Lord at 
All Times 
SOMEONE has said that "Praise to God is a soul in flower," and compares that 
soul to the planting of our Heavenly Fa-
ther's love, and out from that heart which 
responds to the sweet influences of Divine 
Grace is offered to God the sacrifice of 
praise, giving thanks to His name. Praise 
to God may be expressed in different ways. 
One of the commonest vehicles employed 
by the Christian is that of singing. It may 
be only the hum of a tune or it may be the 
whistling of a melody—the heart respond-
ing in praise to God. 
There are, however, those Christians 
whose praise to God is so continuous, so 
real and joyous that it becomes infectious. 
Of these, Billy Bray was an outstanding 
example. Many of the clouds that hang 
low upon us would often disappear and we 
would come out of the fog of spiritual 
discouragement if we would more regularly 
praise the Lord. Do let us today be 
thankful for our many blessings that we 
now enjoy. Let us thank God for them. 
Let us harness up every vehicle of praise 
we have and use them until their melodious 
sound displaces the discordant sound of 
worldly complaints, 
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Habakkuk's Prayer or Psalm 
(Part I II) 
Conclusion 
NO GREATER triumph of victory, faith and confidence has ever been pictured 
than that depicted in the closing word of 
the prophet Habakkuk: "Although the fig 
tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit 
be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall 
fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; 
the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls; 
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord. I will joy in 
the God of my salvation. The Lord God 
is my strength, and he will make my feet 
like hinds' feet, and he will make me to 
walk upon mine high places." 
Dr. Dallas C. Baer of Selinsgrove, Pa., 
in one of the latest books written on the 
Minor Prophets, whom he calls "Forth 
Tellers of a New Age" writes: "Faith is 
not without its problems today. Every 
soul has his struggles and doubts. Ha-
bakkuk was not the only man who experi-
enced a disquieting inner struggle. The 
Psalmist had the same struggle and said 
'As for me, my feet were almost gone; my 
steps had well nigh slipped. For I was 
envious of the foolish, when I saw the pros-
perity of the wicked.' Who has not been 
troubled by this question? I dare say, 
everyone of us. But if we, like Habakkuk, 
will take our doubts to the Lord, we shall 
find that faith will gloriously triumph 
over all our doubts. The beginning of Ha-
bakkuk's prophecy is one of the saddest 
wails that ever was penned but it ends with 
a mighty hymn of faith which Daniel 
Webster said were his favorite verses in 
the whole of the Old Testament.". 
Perhaps Hab. 2:4 has been used oftener 
as a text than any other portion of the 
book but in my mind the last three verses 
are equally important, if not more so than 
it. In these verses this prophet who has 
been named a philosopher, a lamentor, 
a calamity hollower, but whom we call 
"An Overcomer Through Faith" gives us 
the courage which is so much needed in 
this day of adversity. Men in all walks of 
life are asking, "After the world strife is 
over then what?" It is answered in various 
ways the bulk of which may be summed up 
in an opinion of this kind: A worse condi-
tion than we found in 1932-33. Men shake 
their heads and shrug their shoulders in 
grim dismay. Habakkuk didn't, although 
faced by like conditions. He teaches us 
that come what may we should rejoice in 
the Lord, we should joy in the God of our 
salvation. 
Habakkuk presupposes a complete fail-
ure of all creature comforts. This may be 
considered extremely unusual but extreme-
ly possible. When nations are reduced to 
eating cats, dogs, horses, and rats and 
John A. Climenhaga 
when dire need makes necessary stringent 
governmental restrictions on such food 
commodities, are things not becoming very 
horrible? Such is the case if we can be-
lieve the stories which come to us from 
European countries. No, the thing Habak-
kuk presupposes is not impossible or un-
known. Do you not recall the account as 
recorded in II Kings 6:24-29 when the 
people were reduced to eating their own 
sons? A condition even worse than the 
prophet describes. Some of us have never 
seen real famine but some of us have seen 
enough of famine conditions to sympathize 
with those in need. 
A certain person writes: "Persons, and 
by no means always the ungodly, but some-
times the good, the excellent of the earth, 
the pious, the people who fear God and 
keep His commandments, who believe in 
His Word and delight in His ways, have 
been known to be placed in circumstances 
of utter destitution, such as Habakkuk so 
touchingly describes. Whether Habakkuk 
himself was in it, he expected that he might 
be, as he foresaw that many of his country-
men would be when the terrible Chaldean 
invasion came. Job had an experience of 
such a situation as Habakkuk portrayed. 
Paul, and many others before and since, 
have known it. No blossom on the fig 
tree, no fruit upon the vine, no harvest 
from the olive trees, or corn fields, no 
flock in either fold or stall. Everything 
gone. Every prop and stay taken—money 
scattered to the winds by unsuccessful 
trading, household furniture arrested and 
sold to pay debt, means of earning a liveli-
hood gone, friends vanished just at the 
moment whon most required, children laid 
down with sickness when money to pay for 
medical attention and relief is wanting, 
health precarious through age or infirmity. 
When a case like this occurs it is sad." 
May I ask you what you would do if you 
were placed in the position which Habak-
kuk so vividly describes? Could you, like 
him, say "I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation"? Could 
you say as Benjamin Schmolck said:? 
My Jesus, as Thou wilt, Oh may thy will be 
mine: 
Into Thy hands of love, I would my all 
resign. 
Through sorrow or through joy, Conduct 
me as Thine own 
And help me still to say, My Lord, Thy 
will he done. 
My Jesus, as Thou wilt: Though seen 
through many a tear: 
Let not my star of hope, Grow dim and dis-
appear. 
Since Thou on earth hath wept, And sor-
rowed oft alone, 
If I must weep with Thee, My Lord, Thy 
will be done. 
My Jesus, as Thou wilt: All shall be well 
for me; 
Each changing future scene, I gladly trusi 
with Thee. 
Straight to my home above, I travel calm-
ly on, 
And sing, in life or death, My Lord, Thy 
will be done." 
I am told that this hymn was dictated 
when this godly German pastor lost his 
family, his home with his valuable library, 
and was afterward smitten with blindness. 
I would have you know that Germany still 
has some good people, as well as other 
parts of war-stricken Europe. There are 
still some splendid Christian people on the 
British Isles. We need to pray for them 
that the courage, the faith, the confidence 
of a Habakkuk might be theirs. 
Will Hitler attempt to invade England? 
What will happen to Russia in the present 
conflict? Will Naziism and Fascism be 
overthrown by internal strife such as seems 
now to be fomenting in the countries con-
quered by Hitler or the war regime of 
Germany? Will Stalin become the agres-
sor and become the "Big Bear" of pro-
phetic history? Many teachers seem to 
think so. Is the world facing a crisis such 
as it has never known before? Will the 
ravishes of war, the devastating influence 
of strife reach the American continent? It 
is altogether possible but I do not know. 
God alone knows what is in the future. 
Things do not look very encouraging for 
the work of Christ. But this one thing I 
believe with all mv heart and that is that 
God is still on His Throne. 
The words of Habakkuk are the words 
for me. He said: "I will stand upon my 
watch . . . I will watch to see." Too many 
would-be prophets of today do not watch 
to see. They guess, predict, and then, lo 
and behold, what they predict is never seen 
at all. The tomorrows find them away 
from God. away from trust, away from the 
faith, when some hard thing besets their 
pathway. But not so with Habakkuk. On 
the eve of destruction he writes a psalm 
and shows his determination to be true to 
God, come what may. His message is al-
ways the same. His message in the day 
in which he lived, right before the over-
throw of Judah by Babylon was "the 
LORD is my strength . . . He will make me 
to walk upon mine high places." His mes-
sage for today, in the face of the crumbling 
of certain nations i s : "The LORD is my 
strength, He will make me to walk upon 
mine high places." 
These last three verses of Habakkuk 
show us that Habakkuk's prayer for a re-
vival had at least been answered in his 
(Continued on page 361) 
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Why Give Thanks ? 
H. L. Sthengaard 
"In every thing give thanks: for this is the • 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you" (I Thess. 5:18). 
OF THE seven yearly feasts instituted by Jehovah for His ancient people, the 
feast described in Exodus 23:16 resembles 
most nearly our Thanksgiving Day. The 
Bible speaks of this joyous occasion as 
"the feast of harvest, the first fruits of thy 
labors, which thou hast sown in the field: 
and the feast of ingathering, which is in 
the end of the year, when thou hast gath-
ered in thy labors out of the field." Year 
after year, God's people assembled thus to 
acknowledge His goodness. It may be that 
some of David's psalms of thanksgiving 
were written for these feast days. For what-
ever use they were originally intended, 
they are invariably the expression of a 
deep sense of gratitude to God for all His 
blessings—an attitude of heart which ever 
characterized the sweet singer of Israel. It 
was David, you remember, who, on the 
happy occasion of the return of the ark 
after its capture by the Philistines, "ap-
pointed certain of the Levites to minister 
before the ark of the Lord, and to record, 
and to thank and praise the Lord God of 
Israel" (I Chron. 16:4) . What an alto-
gether proper thing to do at a time like 
this! Perhaps it-was through David's ex-
ample that Nehemiah, at the dedication of 
the rebuilt walls of Jerusalem, appointed 
two great companies of singers, who, 
standing on top of the wall, sang praises 
to God, and gave thanks. 
All these, and many other saints of Bi-
ble times, needed no examples to prompt 
them to gratitude. Their inspiration and 
illumination by the Holy Spirit, and the 
revelations of God, filled their hearts with 
joy and thanksgiving. An even greater 
revelation is ours in Christ. No people on 
earth ought to be more thankful than those 
who have been born of the Spirit, and who 
are conscious of salvation and eternal se-
curity in Christ, From the heart of every 
redeemed one should forever issue praise: 
"Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable 
gift." Like the Apostle Paul, we should 
be ever "giving thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the saints in light: 
Who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins" (Col. 1:12-14). 
For to us, as well as to those believers of 
an earlier day, comes the reassuring word: 
"The joy of the Lord is your strength," 
literally, "stronghold," "fortress" (Neh. 
8:10) . 
Thanksgiving in Spite of Circumstances 
We are told to "rejoice evermore." Joy 
is the fruit of the Spirit; it is not depend-
ent on environment or circumstances. It is 
the measure of the fullness of the indwell-
ing Spirit. This explains how Paul and 
Silas could sing praises to God in the pris-
on. Like them, when providential circum-
stances would tend to discourage us, we 
should encourage ourselves in the Lord, 
trust Him fully, and rest assured that Ro-
mans 8:28 means exactly what it says. 
How is this possible? In Philippians 
4:6 and 7, we are told to "be careful for 
nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known unto God. And the 
peace of God, which passeth all under-
standing, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus." You do not need to 
pray for the experience of verse 7, if you 
meet the conditions of verse 6; and you 
cannot obtain the one without the other. 
As we are joyful and prayerful, we shall 
be praiseful. 
We are told, "In every thing give 
thanks"—under all circumstances, whether 
persecution, or bereavement, or any other 
affliction. Paul could say, and we may 
say, "I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content. I know both 
how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound: every where and in all things I 
am instructed both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:11-13). 
Hundreds of years earlier, the prophet 
Habakkuk had learned the same lesson, 
when he could say: "Although the fig tree 
shall not blossom, neither shall the fruit be 
in the vines; the labour of the olive shall 
fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and 
there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation" (Hab. 3:17, 18) . 
Have you reached that position in Christ? 
Or do the things of earth make you so 
anxious that you cannot offer believing 
prayer with thanksgiving and obtain 
peace? 
On one occasion, when H. B. Gibbud, a 
Christian worker who went to be with the 
Lord several years ago, found his flour 
barrel empty and his wife tempted to 
anxiety, he suggested that they have prayer 
about the need, and that they sing the 
Doxology into the empty flour barrel. This 
they did, and peace settled down upon 
their souls. The next morning, Mr. Gib-
bud found a barrel of flour on his back 
porch, and he never knew how it got there! 
God had met His two believing children 
as they stood—the empty flour barrel be-
tween them—upon the promise of Philip-
pians 4:6 and 7. 
• We have learned much of grace when we 
can give thanks for all things. But are we 
not on higher ground when we can give 
thanks in spite of all things? Some who 
are without Christ may be grateful; but 
many others have reached the place de-
scribed in Romans 1:21. The Christian 
should be as thankful without things as 
with them, remembering that to have the 
One who blesses is of far greater value 
than merely to obtain a few blessings. 
Our Example in Thanksgiving 
Thanksgiving was a characteristic of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, even in circumstances 
of adversity and sorrow. When the peo-
ple of certain cities rejected Him, He said: 
"I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes. Even so, Fa-
ther: for so it seemed good in thy sight" 
(Matt. 11:25, 26) . When about to break 
the bread symbolic of His body broken for 
us—an act reminding Him of His immi-
nent death—He gave thanks. When He took 
the cup, He also gave thanks. His thanks-
giving arose, not for congenial circum-
stances, but from the knowledge that in His 
adversities, the will of His Father was be-
ing accomplished. 
Christ's circumstances made H i m a 
man of sorrows. His submission to God 
made His heart glad even in the face of 
death. He not only taught His disciples to 
rejoice, to pray, and to give thanks, but 
He was Himself the perfect Example in 
these things. His conduct and His mes-
sage together were revelations of the will 
of God to the world. 
The exhortation in I Thessalonians 5:18 
recurs with added emphasis in Ephesians 
5:20: "Giving thanks always for all things 
unto God and the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." The name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ suggests His character, 
and therefore His example; while the title 
given to God, "Father," suggests, first of 
all, His compassion: "Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him. For he knoweth our 
frame; he remembereth that we are dust" 
(Psa. 103:13, 1 4 ) ; and then, His care: 
"Your father knoweth what things ye have 
need of" (Matt. 6 :8) . Faith is encouraged 
to abound in thanksgiving, and those who 
believe are to be "rooted and built up in 
him, and stablished in the faith, as ye bave 
been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving" (Col. 2 :7 ) . "And let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
which also ye are called in one body: and 
be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teach-
ing and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all 
(Continued on page 363) 
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India. 
Barjora: Eld. and Mrs. G. E. Paulus, Barjora, 
P. O. Tribenigunj, via Supaul, B. N. W. Ry., 
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Cox. 
"God's Love Mission," 1624 Third Ave., Detroit, 
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Messiah Light House Chapel, 1175 Bailey St., 
Harrisburg, Pa., Joei and Faithe Carlson, 
Anna Wolgemuth, Ruth Freisen. Phone: 
26488. 
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 N. 2nd St., Phila-
delphia, Pa., Jesse and Esther Hoover, Emma 
Crider. 
Life Line Gospel Mission, 832 Kearney St., San 
Francisco, Calif., William and Mary Hoke, 
Grace Plum, Ruth Bowers. 
Home Address: 311 Scott St., 
Welland Misteion, 36 Elizabeth Street, Wel-
land, Ont., Can., Edward and Emma Gilmore, 
Mary Sentz, Luella Heise. 
Rural Missions 
Canoe Creek Mission, Hollidaysburg, Pa., R. 2, 
Elwood C. and Ethel Flewelling, Elizabeth 
Brubaker. 
Gladwin, Michigan: 
Mt. Carmel, Charles and Myrtle Nye. 
Oak Grove, Melvin Stauffer. 
Houghton Mission, Tillsonburg, Ont., Can., 
R. D., Idellus Sider. 
Kentucky, Albert H. Engle, Supt. 
Fairview, Ella, Ky., Hershey and Dalta 
Gramm, Ruby Clapper. 
Garlin, Albert and Marjie Engle, Imogene 
Snider, Ruth Hammond. 
Home Evangel, Knifiey, Ky., Harold and 
Alice Wolgemuth. 
North Star Mission, Meath Park Station, 
Sask., Can., Albert and Geneva Cober, Mar-
tha Sentz, Ruth McWilliams. 
Stowe Mission, Stowe, Pa., John A. and Emma 
L. Climenhaga, Anna Mae Stauffer. 
Valley Chapel, Ohio, Henry P. Heisey, Louis-
ville, Ohio, R. R. 2. 
Institutions 
Messiah Home, 2001 Paxton Street, Harris-
burg, Pa., Eld. and Sr. Irvin O. Musser, 
Steward and Matron. 
Messiah Orphanage, Florin, Pa., Bro. Robert 
B. Resconsin, Steward, and Sr. Dorothy 
Resconsin, Matron. 
Mt. Carmel Orphanage, Coleta, Illinois: Send 
correspondence to A. S. Kreider, Milledge-
ville, Illinois; Matron, Mrs. Gladys Garwick, 
Coleta, 111. 
Beulah College, Upland, California. 
Jabbok Bible School, Thomas, Oklahoma. 
Messiah Bible College, Grantham, Pa, 
Ontario Bible Sohool, Fort Erie, Ont. 
j Special Announcements, j 
! Evangelistic Slate, Etc. 
! m !,_„_„_ j . 
Evangelistic Slate 
CHARLIE B. BYERS, Charmbersburg, Fa. 
Springfield Ohio, Nov. 30-Dec. 21. 
Markham, Canada, Jan. 4-25. 
Green Springs, Penna., Feb. 1-22. 
Elizabethtown, Penna., Mar. 1-15. 
ALVIN C. BURKHOLDER, Upland, Calif. 
Pequea, Lane. Co., Pa., Nov. 9-30 
Dallas Center, Iowa, Dec. 2-21 
Canton, Ohio, Jan. 11-31 
Crossroads, Lane. Co., Pa., Feb. 1-17 
Grantham, Pa., Feb. 18-
EDWARD GILMORE, Lowbanks, Ont. 
Thomas, Okla., Nov. 23 to Dec. 21. 
Altoona, Penna., Jan. 1 to Jan. 16. 
Spring Hope, Penna., Jan. 18 to Feb. 1. 
Granville, Penna., Feb. 8 to Feb. 22. 
Manheim, Penna., March 1 to March 15. 
HENRV N. HOSTETTER, Washington Boro, 
Pa. 
Free Grace Church, Millersburg, Pa., Nov. 
30-Dec. 14 
Black Creek Dist., Can., Jan. 12-Feb. 3 
Ontario Bible School, March 8 
EVANGELISTIC SERVICES 
Rev. Earl Sider of Canada will hold evan-
gelistic services at the Mt. Pleasant Church 
beginning November 16, 1941. 
REVIVAL MEETING 
Revival services will begin at the Messiah 
Home Chapel, 2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa., 
on Nov. 22 with Bish. Lafayette Shoalts as 
evangelist. We welcome all who can to come. 
Pray for these meetings. 
REQUEST FOR PRAYER 
On Sunday morning, October 26, shortly 
before the time of the morning worship 
service, our dear brother, Eld. Clyde Shirk, 
pastor of the church at Garrett, Indiana, 
was stricken with apoplexy. It was a great 
shock indeed for this little flock to see their 
pastor being removed from the place of 
worship in an ambulance cot. He was taken 
to the hospital at Garrett where he remains 
in a critical condition. 
The members at Garrett, and Sr. Shirk, 
covet your earnest prayers. 
A GREAT MISSIONARY PASSES ON 
Many of our readers, especially the older 
people, will remember very distinctly Eld. 
Noah and Sr. Mary Zook, who for many 
years traveled extensively throughout the 
church in evangelistic efforts, and will also 
remember their son, D. W. Zook, whose 
obituary appears in this issue of the paper 
and who, for many years, was engaged in 
missionary work in India. 
A little less than two years ago, Bro. 
Zook visited us in our editorial office and we 
were privileged to have a season of prayer 
and devotion with him. 
Thus one by one, the workers in the 
Lord's vineyard are called to their eternal 
rest. 
He becometh poor that dealeth with a 
slack hand; 
But the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 
—Prov. 10:4. 
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Michigan 
GOD'S LOVE MISSION, DETROIT—Re-
port of July, August, and September: Greet-
ings to all our dear prayer-helpers. We are 
very glad to make this visit into your home 
again. In these days we surely feel the 
need of each other, do we not? The work 
of the Lord has become even more precious 
to the child of God who has been alert to 
the trend of the spiritual life of our coun-
try. We count it a privilege beyond words 
to describe that our God is in our midst 
manifesting His grace and keeping us alive 
to the work of soul-winning. 
These summer months brought to us some 
unusual fellowship with God's people who 
came our way and took part in our services. 
On July 9th Bro. and Sr. Roy Franklin, with 
their daughter Ruth and son Glen, rendered 
a very inspiring program. God helped 
them and blessed us. We also feasted much 
on the words and spirit of our dear Bro. and 
Sr. David Hall, who spent Sept. 4th and 5th 
with us and gave the story of their expe-
riences aboard the ZamZam and the Ger-
man prison-ship. We shall not forget the 
happy times together with the twenty fine 
young folk of the So. Ohio Tri-County 
Young People's Society, of the Brethren in 
Christ Church, led by their president Bro. 
Dale Ulery of Springfield, Ohio. They ar-
rived September 6th in time to see a little 
of Detroit. That night a very spiritual pro-
gram, which was evangelistic, was given in 
which most every one had a part. On the 
following day members of this group helped 
in various classes of our Sunday school. 
After the classes another fine program was 
given especially for the benefit of the chil-
dren. We workers appreciated the conduct 
and attitude of these Ohio young folk. This 
society has shown their interest in the 
spread of the Gospel by purchasing for 
God's Love Mission two wonderful signs 
and the installation of two flood-lights 
which have made the front of the building 
both a good testimony in this very wicked 
community and a drawing power to hungry 
souls who wander about the streets. In the 
morning service after the special program 
by the Ohio Young People, our beloved 
Bishop Henry Schneider brought a most 
gracious message. Sr. Naomi Wolgemuth 
was in our midst the following week and 
gave us two fine messages. We also received 
quite a bit more local help during this 
quarter. There are those whom God has 
sent to us from the spiritual churches who 
pray, give, and preach with a passion for 
souls and the spiritual burden for the suc-
cess of God's Love Mission. 
The Lord gave us thirty-seven at the altar 
in these three months of nightly meetings. 
Some of them received definite help. Thank 
God! 
Once again the Vacation Bible School was 
conducted in our small building, but with 
great inspiration. The attendance was not 
large but the interest steadily grew as the 
school progressed. A fine program was 
given on the last night. But, best of all 
fourteen of the dear children came to the 
a'ltar of prayer on decision day. The regu-
lar workers conducted the school. 
While we are encouraged with the support 
given by many kind givers we must at least 
state that we feel the urgent need of your 
prayers and what ever means God directs 
you to give. Most any day I will be cut off 
from the factory work entirely and thrown 
into full time mission work which will re-
quire more support. Many thanks to all 
who have made this work possible by your 
friendly support in various ways. Canned 
fruit has been sent in from the Michigan 
and Indiana brethren. This is appreciated 
as well as money. May God bless each one 
of you and continue to use you in these 
days of great world need of revival. Let 
us contend for the Faith! 
Financial Report for July, Aug., Sept. 
Receipts 
Balance on hand July 1, 1941 $ 18.23 
Hall Offerings 178.22 
Valley Chapel Church 8.18 
Valley Chapel Vacation Bible School 8.16 
Mr. Reimer 15.00 
A Friend ,-, 5.00 
State Home Mission Board 15.00 
Roy Franklin 1.00 
Landod Charles 1.00 
Vera Clouse 2.00 
Carl Ulery 10.00 
Samuel Herr 50 
Kate Miller 4.00 
Board (Mrs. Chappell) 39.00 
Bishop Stump , -,... 1.00 
L. C. Goins and wife 5.00 
Bible School Offering 2.88 
Bonita Bruce 10.00 
Harold Herr 5.00 
William Gibbony 5.00 
Harvey Miller and wife »..- 5.00 














Rent $ 75.00 
Water , 1.50 
Lights 5.40 
Cleaning and etc 7.22 
David Hall and wife 5.78 
Foreign Missions 5.78 
Total $100.68 
Total Home Expense 269.11 
Grand Total Expense $369.79 
Total receipts and balance 341.17 
Deficit $ 28.62 
William and Willa Lewis, 
Janna Goins, Ida Eckman. 
Pennsylvania 
GENERAL REPORT CANOE CREEK— 
Dear Visitor Family—Greetings. The fol-
lowing passage of scripture has deeply im-
pressed us and we would like to make men-
tion of it at this time. This book of the 
law, shall not depart out of thy mouth: but 
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayest observe to do according to 
all that is written therein; for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous and then 
shalt have good success. I t would be in-
credible for anyone to doubt the sincerity, 
ability, and success that Joshua had, but it 
•would be equally as ridiculous for us to 
think that it was through his own human 
attainments that he became the noted leader 
of Israel. With him it was not by power 
nor by might, but by my spirit saith the 
Lord. His success depended solely upon 
keeping the law and obedience to God, not 
only to Joshua were these promises given, 
but to every true child of God. 
The past quarter has been a very busy 
one for us. A three weeks' tent meeting 
was held about ten miles from the mission 
in a new community; the interest was very 
good and several knelt at the altar of 
prayer, there were some definite conversions. 
We estimated the close cooperation that the 
Martinsburg congregation gave us in this 
effort of great value. Since then we are 
holding a regular midweek prayer meeting. 
Many doors have been opened to us. We 
feel this is a needy and fruitful field. This 
gives us four services through the week and 
three on Sunday, which keeps us quite busy 
and yet there are so many needy places that 
we would like to see have the gospel. 
Our fall revival starts Nov. 30, Bro. Henry 
Ginder will be our evangelist; all who can 
see their way clear to come and help us in 
the battle for souls are cordially invited. 
With an additional worker we have been 
very much hampered for room, so plans 
were made and a new kitchen has been 
added to the mission, which gives us an ex-
tra room. Bro. Henry Miller from Altoona 
gave us a day's work on the building and 
Bro. Joseph Leonard gave the better part 
of a week. May the Lord richly bless these 
two brethren for their labor and interest in 
the work here. 
The financial report for the building does 
not appear in full as there are those who 
have not sent in their bills. Should we have 
been able to give a complete report it would 
show that there would be about one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) of a balance to be paid. 
We believe there are those in the brother-
hood, if they knew the needs that they would 
cheerfully give of their means for the sup-
port of God's work, which would be much 
appreciated at this time. 
Financial Report for July, Aug., and Sept. 
Receipts 
Hall Offering $ 20.78 
Lancaster S. S 6.98 
Refton S. S , ., 3.87 
Pequea S. S 7.00 
Sr. H. Deeters 50 
Bro. Wm. Miller 4.10 
Bro. and Sr. L. Patterson 10.50 
Bro. and Sr. Grove 8.50 
Bro. and Sr. H. Walls 18.60 
Bro. and Sr. Long 4.00 
Bro. and Sr. W. Robinson 20.00 
Bro. and Sr. I. Walls 5.00 
Bro L. Keffer - 3.00 
Bro. and Sr. Flewelling 6.65 
Bro. and Sr. Gray 3.00 
A Sister 2.00 
Sr. Bowser „ 1.00 
Total $121.03 
Expenditures 
Groceries $ 32.63 
Electricity 3.83 
Electric fixtures and wiring 8.50 
Plumbing work 3.80 
A load of wood 4.00 
Miscellaneous 1.7S 
Milk 4.80 
Washing machine repairs 2.30 
Coal oil for stove .85 
Peaches and canning 4.62 
Cement 1.40 
Potatoes, about ten bushels 3.00 
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Gasoline and inspection for car 30.75 
Total expenditures $102.26 
Balance on hand Oct. 1st $ 18.77 
Special Report for Building 
Palmyra S. S $ 25.00 
A Sister 5.00 
Bro. Leonard (Altoona) 30.00 
Total offerings , $ 60.00 
Expenses 
Roofing, lumber, cement, etc $ 60.00 
We wish to express our appreciation and 
thanks to all who have contributed to the 
work here. Other donations are: Sr. Walls, 
bread; Bro. Kanode a bushel of apples. So-
liciting an interest in your prayers and sup-
port. We remain yours for souls. 
Elwood and Ethel Flewelling, 
Elizabeth Brubaker 
PALMYRA REVIVAL—Our evangelistic 
services opened Monday night, Oct. 13 and 
continued until Wednesday night, Oct. 29. 
Bro. Joel Carlson from the Light House 
Chapel, Harrisburg, came filled with the 
power of the Holy Ghost to labor with us. 
As Bro. Carlson brought forth the Word 
night after night, conviction fell, gripping 
hearts and causing them to cry out to God 
for help. Some steeped in sin and advanced 
in years; others young and tender in years, 
and perhaps some at their first call bowed 
at the altar and begged God's pardon for 
sins. Some of our precious young people 
felt the hunger for a deeper experience in 
their lives and presented themselves to God 
for sanctification. Ten souls in all knelt at 
the altar of prayer. 
The power of God was manifested night 
after night. Our "God is still on the 
throne." Almost every night, before the 
service, a group of faithful workers gath-
ered in the prayer room in the basement for 
prayer, asking His presence in the services 
in convicting, saving and sanctifying power. 
While some obeyed the wooings of the 
spirit there were others who expressed the 
need of going deeper in Him, but weren't 
willing to yield. Still others, unsaved, at-
tending the meetings night after night, re-
fused the loving Master admittance into 
their hearts and lives. Oh, if only they 
would realize the truth of the words of the 
poet—"O, what emptiness without the Sav-
iour!" and know for themselves "The joy of 
having all in Jesus." 
We were glad to have Sr. Carlson and 
Srs. Anna Wolgemuth and Ruth Freisen 
(other members of the Light House Mis-
sion family) with us in the services when 
they were free to do so. 
Bro. Carlson visited in some of the homes 
and we are sure we're speaking for all when 
we say these homes were made richer by his 
visits. May the rich blessing of the Father 
be upon him as he continues to labor for 
God. 
Lord, help us, as a congregation, here at 
Palmyra, to be determined, by God's help, 
to live closer to the Master than ever before 
and pray from the very bottom of our 
hearts— 
"Here am I, oh, take and use me, 
Vain ambitions gladly I resign, 
Speak through me the words of life eternal, 
And the glory shall be wholly thine." 
—Esther Gingrich, Cor. 
STOWE MISSION REPORT—"Without 
controversy great is the mystery of godli-
ness: God was manifest in the flesh, justi-
fied in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached 
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory." 
How true are the words of Holy Writ 
whether here or there! Godliness is still 
the greatest mystery in the world. Men 
can gainsay theories but the mystery of a 
life who has been changed by the power 6f 
the Incarnate One is still unexplainable. _ So 
we keep on preaching, continue to testify, 
and by God's help do our best to live the 
Godly lives before the people of Stowe and 
vicinity. 
The writing of reports may become mo-
notonous at times but Mission activities, 
while they have a sameness from time to 
time, never become non-interesting. Often 
we wish that we could spend less time in 
performing so-called common Mission du-
ties and give a greater degree of energy in 
direct evangelism but then we are reminded 
that the ones who were called upon "to 
serve tables" were the ones who became the 
outstanding evangelists in the early church. 
We just perform all types of tasks gladly as 
unto the Lord. Men may preach without 
entering the pulpit. A garden well kept is 
a living testimony to the neighbors of in-
dustry and thrift. 
While weeding in the garden one week 
day evening it was interesting to the writer 
to hear these remarks from some of our 
church neighbors who were on their way to 
some type of meeting in the church building 
just across the way: "we think it does a 
minister good to work a little. Our pastor 
used to do a few things when he first came, 
but he seems to be too busy with other 
things now." . . . "Well, well, that lot looks 
much better than it did in former years." 
The Lord did give us some good things in 
our garden. In addition to the food stuffs, 
we had the consciousness of knowing that 
our exercise was not only profitable for 
bodily exercise but an economical asset also, 
a thing which cannot be found on the golf 
course or the tennis court. 
But we were not idle concerning the more 
direct method of evangelism. As a matter 
of fact our Vacation Bible School had to be 
postponed to late in the season because 
others desired our help in the earlier part 
of the summer. Sister Stauffer helped in 
the Bible School at Souderton. She also 
was absent from Stowe while assisting in a 
meeting in Lebanon County. This made our 
school very late, but nevertheless we had a 
good Bible School and a splendid attendance. 
It was beyond our exnectation. It pays to 
remember the words of the apostle Paul, 
"Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others." 
In a former article which apepared in the 
Visitor Sister Stauffer made mention of our, 
fall tent meetings. The weather was almost 
ideal and while the children could not come 
the interest among our older people was 
good. Bro. Asper from Shippensburg made 
a good impression upon our people and still 
his name is mentioned occasionally during 
testimony meetings. 
Little by little, as the funds come in, The 
Stowe. Mission Renovation Project is mov-
ing on. Not quite a year ago some of the 
brethren from the Manor District came over 
and dug a hole for the septic tank. The same 
was purchased last spring but it was only 
late this fall that we felt that we had the 
funds to complete the inside work. Sister 
Climenhaga's brother Sam from Lebanon, 
came down and helped with the plumbing. 
He also gave a valuable donation by way of 
material for which we are grateful. Unless 
something unforeseen occurs we will be more 
comfortably situated than we were last win-
ter. Four storm windows have also been 
purchased for some of the windows which 
are exposed to the westerly winds. 
With gratefulness we report that our 
financial needs for general maintenance 
have been supplied. You will note that our 
financial report includes Mission Home re-
pairs. Unless we are led otherwise this 
item will be included in each report from 
this time forward. 
May God bless you one and all. Continue 
to pray for us and learning that still there 
are those who do not know where Stowe is 
located 
"Remember that Stowe on four twenty two, 
Extends a cordial welcome to YOU." 
Stowe is sixteen miles east of Reading, Pa., 
forty miles west of Philadelphia. 
Receipts 
Mission Hall Offerings $160.77 
A Sister 5.00 
Paul S. Harley 6.00 
Young People's Society, Souderton.... 4.00 
A Brother 1.00 
Manheim Bible School 10.00 
Three Sisters, Fairland, Pa 12.50 
Sr. Fannie Davidson 3.00 
A Brother 3.00 
Grantham Sunday School 20.38 
225.65 
Expenditures 
Deficit from last quarter $ 2.83 




Table Supplies , 48.68 
Automobile Expense 13.00 
Household Supplies and Repairs 66.12 
Bible School Supplies 2.00 
Bus fare for hospital visitation 1.65 
Miscellaneous 25.25 
$224.96 
Balance on hand $ .69 
With thanks we also acknowledge the re-
ceipt of a box of clothes with new and used 
garments from the Cross Road Sewing Cir-
cle; also used garments for distribution 
brought by Brother Webster Eshelman. 
Yours for the best, 
The Workers. 
^ " M A R R I A G E S •.** 
BINGHAM-BBANDT—On Saturday, October 
25, at 12 o'clock, Bro. Paul Daniel Bingham of 
Harrisburg, Pa., and Ethel Viola Brandt of 
Detroit, Kans. were united in holy wedlock. 
The ceremony was performed in the home of 
the bride's grandparents, Abram Brechbill, 
with Bish. R. I. Witter officiating. The wedding 
was witnessed by a number of relatives and 
friends. May the rich blessing of God attend 
these young people through life. 
MUSSEK-MEYEES—On Thursday evening, 
Sept. 25, at the home of the officiating minis-
ter, Bish. Charlie B. Byers, there occurred the 
marriage of Anna E. Meyers, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Isaac Meyers of Chambersburg, Pa., 
R. R. 3 to Bro. Alvin J. Musser, son of Bro. 
and Sr. I ra Musser, of Chambersburg, Pa., R. 
R. 2. 
Following their wedding trip they took up 
farming near Greenvillage. We sincerely wish 
the best of God's blessings on this union. 
" ^ O B I T U A R I E S " ^ 
BALDWIN—Dorothy Mae Heverly, daughter 
of Bro. and Sr. Lewis Heverly, was born May 
14. 1909 in Centre Co.. Pa., near Howard, died 
Sept. 11, 1941, aged 32 years, 3 months and 27 
days. 
She was united in marriage August 4, 1936 
to Earl Baldwin. She is survived by her hus-
band, one son, father, mother, three brothers 
and six sisters. Her decease is the first in a 
family of ten children. 
Funeral services were held in the Summit 
Hill Church with Bish. Henry S. Miller offici-
ating. Burial in the adjoining cemetery. 
BASSLEB—John Henry Bassler was born to 
Lydia and Jacob Bassler in Blair County, Pa., 
on September 16, 1861, and departed this life 
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on October 23, 1941, a t his home in Ellis, 
Kans. His death was very sudden following a 
heart attack. He lived to be 80 years, 1 month, 
and 1 week old. 
As a young man Mr. Bassler came to Kansas 
in 1885 and settled on a farm near Navarre. As 
soon as a new home could be erected he was 
united in marriage to Fannie R. Kaufman. To 
this union, one daughter and four sons were 
born, Mrs. Nellie Homier of Ellis; Ralph of 
Hydro, Okla.; Frank of Edmond, Okla.; Blair 
of Chicago, 111 and Olen who passed away at 
Hydro in 1932. 
At the age of 34, Mr. Bassler became a 
members of the Brethren in Christ Church. For 
31 years he retained his membership in that 
church. In 1936 he transferred to the Baptist 
church in Ellis and was a member of this 
church when he died. He was never happier 
than when performing a service for his church, 
as was exemplified in his 50 years of Sunday 
school teaching. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bassler moved to Ellis in 1909 
and settled on a farm six miles west. In 1918 
he retired and they moved to Ellis. 
November 11, 1936, Mr. and Mrs. Bassler 
were privileged to celebrate their 50th wed-
ding anniversary, having all their family with 
them. 
Mr. Bassler was a faithful companion and a 
loving father and his friends were numbered 
by his acquaintances. 
He is survived by his widow, four children, 
ten grandchildren, and one great grandchild, 
many friends and neighbors. 
A short prayer service was conducted at the 
home by Rev. I. T. Allen pastor of the Metho- . 
dist church a t Ellis. 
Funeral services were held in the Methodist 
church a t Ogallah, with their pastor. Rev. 
Claude Johnson assisting Rev. L. E. Daniel, 
Baptist minister of Minneapolis, Kansas. In-
terment was made in the Ogallah cemetery. 
KLINE—Samuel Joseph Kline, infant son of 
Bro. Howard and Sr. Margaret Kline. Mon-
toursville, Pa., was born Sept. 30, 1941, died 
at the Williamsport Hospital Oct. 12, 1941. 
This little jewel is survived by his parents, 
one brother and four sisters. His twin broth-
er, John Mark, preceded him in death by 
twelve days. 
Services from the J. U. Spitler Funeral 
Home, Montoursville, with burial in cemetery 
at same place. Bish. Henry S. Miller officiating. 
IiAPP—Bro. William Lapp of Stevensville, 
Ont , departed this life on Friday, Oct. 17, 1941 
in his 66th year. He was a son of the late 
Bro. Peter Lapp and wife of Low Banks, Ont. 
About 41 years ago he was united in marriage 
to Sr. Emma Sider of Wainfleet, Ont., who still 
survives. About 1896 he was converted and 
united with the Brethren in Christ (Tunker) 
church of which he has been a faithful and 
active member to the end. He was one whose 
familiar face could be seen in his place at the 
services with a testimony for his Saviour. Be-
sides his sorrowing widow he is survived by 
one son Alvin at home and four daughters 
Bertha, wife of John Harrington, Hazel, wife 
of Edward Arendt, Ethel, wife of Calvary 
Bailey and Lena, wife of Sheldon Wilson and 
three grandchildren; also one brother. Girvin, 
besides other relatives and friends. 
Funeral services were conducted on Sunday, 
Oct. 19, at the home and then at the Black 
Creek Church by Bish. Bert Sherk, assisted by 
the home ministry and Bishs. L. Shoaltz and 
Jonathan Lyons and Elds. Earl Bossert and 
John Hostetter. Interment in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
MILLER—Rev. Daniel Miller was born July 
2, 1863, and died Oct. 5, 1941, aged 78 years, 3 
months and 3 days. He was survived by his 
wife Anna Mary (Faus) Miller to whom he 
was married on Nov. 15, 1888. Twenty-six days 
later, on Oct. 31, 1941. she having been an in-
valid for many years followed him in death at 
the age of 75 years, 6 months, and 26 days. 
They are survived by the following children: 
David F. and Annie, wife of Henry Shelly, also 
eight grandchildren. 
At the age of 37 years he with his wife were 
converted and united with the United Zion 
Children Church; a t the age of 42 years, he 
was elected to the office of deacon, and a t the 
age of 50 years, he was elected to the min-
istry, and was fatihful to his calling as long 
as health and strength permitted. 
Both funerals were held at the Masterson-
ville Brethren in Christ Church in charge of 
Bish. H. G. Light, and Revs. Wesley P. Mar-
tin and John D. Brubaker. Burial was made 
in the adjoining cemetery. 
MinvtAlT—On Sept. 15, 1941, the death angel 
visited the home of James and Marie Nyman, 
Howard, Pa.. R. D., claiming the life of their 
eleven month's old son, Glenn Richard. Death 
was due to whooping cough and pneumonia. 
Father, mother, two brothers and three sisters 
mourn his departure. 
Funeral services were held in the Summit 
Hill Church with Bish. Henry S. Miller offici-
ating. Text: II Sam. 12:23. 
RIPE—Sister Elizabeth Rife, aged 69 years, 
5 months and 2 days, wife of John F. Rife, 545 
Center St. Chambersburg, Pa., died on Sunday 
morning at 9:50 o'clock, Nov. 2, 1941. She was 
a daughter of the late John C. and Lydia Rotz. 
In addition to her husband, she is survived 
by two. bothers, Harry D. Rotz and Alfred S. 
Rotz, both of Chambersburg, Pa. 
Our departed sister has been a member of 
the Brethren in Christ Church from the time 
of her early childhood. In later years she 
realized the need of a deeper work of grace. 
In the same year that the Chambersburg Mis-
sion was built, 1907, she received a glorious 
experience, when she was fully saved, sancti-
fied and filled with the Holy Ghost. Many 
were her shouts of .victory from that time on 
until translated to glory. Even during her 
sickness she shouted praises to God; and when 
almost too weak to speak she kept uttering 
praises to God and several times she started 
to sing, and sang several selections. She had 
a premonition that this was her last sickness, 
and longed to leave to be present with the 
Lord, and when the end came she passed away 
peacefully. She will be greatly missed in our 
midst, and the desire has been expressed that 
the mantel of shouting might fall on some one 
else since she has left us. 
The funeral services were held on Wednes-
day afternoon on November 5, in the Salem 
Liberal United Brethren church; interment in 
adjoining cemetery. The officiating ministers 
were Bishop Charles Byers, Elder Abner Mar-
tin and Elder Daniel Burkholder. 
SHELLY—Sr. Katie Shelly was born Sept. 
22, 1868 in Juniata Co., Pa., died Oct. 19, 1941 
in Florin, Pa., aged 73 years and 27 days. Sr. 
Shelly had been suffering for some time from 
complications. She leaves to mourn, her hus-
band Samuel Shelly, one son by a former mar-
riage, Wilber Arndt of York, and five grand-
children. Two brothers Daniel Heisey of Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., and Jesse Heisey of Lancaster, 
Pa. She united with the Brethren in Christ 
Church about 58 years ago. Sister Shelly was 
very kind in taking care of old people in her 
own home, and was helpful to all. She will 
be missed by her friends and neighbors. 
Funeral services were held at Cross Roads 
Church, Florin, Pa. They were conducted by 
Eld. Henry O. Musser and Eld. Harry Bru-
baker. Interment in the Florin cemetery. 
ZOOK—David Whisler Zook, son of Noah 
and Mary Zook, was born near Shippensburg, 
Pa., May 4, 1872. He passed to his reward a t 
the Mercy Hospital in Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
October 10, 1941, following an operation. His 
age was 69 years, 5 months and 6 days. 
He, with his parents, moved to Kansas in 
1881 and settled on a farm in Dickinson Coun-
ty, eight miles north of Abilene. From a child 
he was religiously inclined and his favorite 
pastime was playing at holding meetings and 
preaching. He was converted a t the age of 
nine years. Later in life he went to Tabor, la., 
where he was married on March 18, 1894 to 
Miss Katie Morris. A year later they sailed 
for Japan and India, their chosen field of la-
bor. In India five children were born to them, 
Anna and Miriam died in India in infancy; 
Mrs. Pauline M. Shuurmans of Lansing, Mich.; 
D. Arthur of Lafayette, N. J.; and G. Eber of 
Jackson, Mich. 
While attending school at Tabor, Iowa, he 
was definitely called to India and the fall of 
1895, they sailed for Japan and stopped to as-
sist in opening a work there, and in 1898, 
reached their destination in India. During the 
great famine of 1900, they began their orphan-
age work and rescued many children from 
starvation. For thirty-six years he continued 
to do pioneer mission work in India, but fail-
ing health compelled him to leave the field 
about seven years ago. 
Besides his wife, Mrs. Katie Zook, and the 
three children, there are left to mourn their 
loss, one sister, Mrs. J. H. George, Goodman, 
Mo.; two brothers, J. Arthur of Kansas City, 
Mo.; and Joseph of Peru, 111. 
The "Burden" which is the dialogue be-
tween the prophet and God, is almost twice 
» as long as the "Prayer and Psalm." This 
conclusion is only understood as the dia-
logue and prayer are combined. It shows 
outstanding faith in God. 
Before my closing prayer I would like 
to quote an exposition from the work of 
Dr. Ironside: "How great is the difference 
in the opening and closing of the burden 
of Habakkuk! He begins as a man be-
wildered and confused, who is filled with 
questions and perplexities; he closes as 
one who has found the answer to his ques-
tions, and the satisfying portion of his 
soul in God Himself. This is most blessed. 
As we thus are permitted to enter into the 
varied experiences that this man of like 
passions with ourselves passed through till 
the Lord alone filled the vision of his soul 
and satisfied his every longing, likewise 
resolving all his doubts and difficulties, we -
get some little sense of what may be the 
sustaining portion of our own hearts if He 
be but permitted to have His own way 
with us in all things. Crops might fail, 
flocks might be destroyed, fields might be 
barren, and cattle be cut off; but God 
would abide, and in Him was abundant 
supply to meet every need. He is the God 
of our salvation. He is the strength of 
our hearts. What more can we crave? 
"Happy is this glorious consciousness, 
Habakkuk, and we too, can walk in faith 
on our high places, far above the mist and 
snares of earth. . . . Surely if a child of 
God in the twilight of a past dispensation 
could so exult and triumph over all cir-
cumstances, we who live in the full blaze 
of the day of grace may well be stirred up 
to a holy jealousy, that, continually dwell-
ing 'in the heavenlies' we may daily be 
found overcoming through the power of 
faith." 
Oh God, recognizing that life is laden 
with burdens and perplexities, knowing 
that impending calamities are upon us, 
help us to triumph like Habakkuk of Old, 
through faith. Help us to see Thee in Na-
ture and History, and teach us to trust and 
rejoice in Thee though all things earthly 
may fail, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen and Amen. 
Habakkuk's Prayer or Psalm 
(Concluded from page 356) 
own heart. What a vsst difference in the 
opening and closing of the book. In the 
opening it was "The burden which Habak-
kuk, the prophet, did see." For purposes 
which are evident, this is the first reference 
made to this verse. It was not necessary 
before as it was the body of the book in 
which we were interested. Here it becomes 
necessary so that the contrast between the 
introduction and conclusion might be seen. 
The Real Question 
A LITTLE BOY came to his father looking much in earnest, and asked, "Father, 
is Satan bigger than I a m ? " "Yes, my 
boy," said his father. "Is he bigger than 
you are, Father?" "Yes, my boy, he is 
bigger than your father." The boy looked 
surprised, but thought again, and asked, 
"Is he bigger than Jesus?" "No, my boy," 
answered the father. "Jesus is bigger than 
he is." The little fellow, as he turned 
away, said with a smile, "Then I'm not 
afraid of him."—S. S. Banner. 
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Foreign Missions 
Sowing the Seed 
Anna M. Eyster 
W INTER time, the time when our sta-tion schools are closed, the people 
have harvested their crops, and there is no 
thought of rain and consequently few mos-
quitoes to reinoculate you with the curse 
of this country—Malaria—we especially 
turn our thoughts to the villages which 
seldom are visited. 
It seemed therefore that my tour to the 
villages in the west should be in July 
while Bro. and Sr. Mann and family were 
in Southern Rhodesia. Plans were made 
accordingly. It was not the easiest to plan 
to go alone, but we must be "watchmen 
of the day", for the night is fast approach-
ing. Lorraine Eyer, aged eight, remained 
with me while her parents were in the 
South and accompanied me. 
The day arrived; the blanket-roll, the 
tent and cots with the food supply for 
thirteen days were packed in the small cart 
together with our personal necessities. The 
meal, sweet potatoes, and ground peanuts 
for our native family of three with their 
blankets also found a place. When Lor-
raine and I came out to the cart we won-
dered where we could sit. However ad-
justments were made and we were off, 
traveling at a pace of about two miles an 
hour. We found our load was heavy for 
our two oxen who were not energetic, leav-
ing home. 
We arrived at Josiah Chela's village, 
and outspanned. Josiah is in charge of 
the work at Singani, and he assisted our 
two boys who were novices to set up 
camp while Esther Mudenda, the girl who 
was my companion, brought water and 
made the fire. I soon had dinner cooked, 
but imagine our consternation when we 
discovered that the boys had set the kero-
sine bottle and lantern on our fresh vege-
tables, and part were not edible. 
We enjoyed the service around the 
camp fire that evening. After the service 
we enjoyed visiting, for most of them 
were Christians. 
Next morning we broke camp and 
moved on. Much of that day took us 
through deserted villages and gardens. 
Many times when a village has just been 
built, and sometime when someone dies, 
they will immediately move, fearing the 
departed spirits. At noon we stuck in a 
vlei, and we wondered if our oxen would 
succumb. We surely thanked the Lord 
when we were out, and in a short time out-
spanned at a beautiful river in whose 
deeper pools live the crocodile. 
That afternoon we arrived at Siachula's 
village where we pitched camp. The peo-
ple gave us a warm reception. Around the 
camp fire the people of the village gath-
ered for the evening service. They list-
ened most attentively and following the 
service we sang hymn after hymn. There 
is a blind man who has a most remarkable 
memory, knowing most of the hymns by 
number. How he did enjoy singing. 
The next day we arrived at Nakempa— 
another out-school. Harrison was away, 
but his wife extended her hospitality and 
Daniel took charge of the services and ac-
companied us to the villages. Our days 
were well occupied. The ox cart was left 
in camp, for we can out-walk it. At one 
village we found several women who were 
very ill, and after trying to administer to 
their temporal needs, we found them very 
willing to listen to the story of the Great 
Physician. How our hearts yearn to bring 
all to the feet of Christ, but each must 
make his own choice. 
At another village at the close of the 
service, the headman squatted before us 
with a six-pence (12 cents) in his hand 
which represents about two days wages of 
an unskilled workman, "Here," he said, 
"is a little thank offering for you. We do 
thank you for visiting us today, and bring-
ing us a message, but especially do we 
thank you for visiting those who are ill, 
and praying with them." 
Each night there was always a service 
either at our own camp or at a nearby 
village. Sunday service was well attended, 
and the congregation crowded the little 
building to the door. The presence of the 
Lord was with us. We appreciated the 
presence of a number of headmen and 
elderly people. 
(Will you not help us pray for this 
district and Harrison their leader. Quite 
a number of boys from there are now here 
in school, and four of their girls are at 
Macha. Very recently there were several 
mysterious deaths in Nakempa's village 
which closed the school for the time. Will 
you not join with us in prayer for them.) 
The time came for us to retrace our 
steps, and our next camp was Gamela's, 
where we spent two nights. Upon driving 
into the village, we found them engaged 
in a beer drink. Several of these drunk 
men got into a heated discussion as to our 
camping place, both of them wanting us 
to remain at his own village. With Ten-
nyson, our driver, and Christian worker, 
we managed to locate a site, and thereupon 
a group of women and girls came with 
their hoes to scuffle the camping place, 
while some men helped to set up camp and 
others went to bring in wood. The at-
mosphere here was darkness, sin and su-
perstition. However there was a group 
whose hearts were tender, and they gath-
ered for the evening servcies. The next 
day,several boys came to camp, remaining 
a long time to chat, and listened most at-
tentively to the way of salvation, confess-
ing their need. They with some girls 
asked for a school and regular services 
there. 
Our last camp was Singani's village. 
Singani is the paramount chief of our dis-
trict. He ministered to our temporal needs 
most solicitously, and we in turn again 
pointed him to Jesus Christ Who would 
help him in his problems of chieftainship, 
as he yielded, believed and accepted Him. 
Our camp fire was surrounded with peo-
ple night after night as the Bread of Life 
was broken. 
While here Lorraine was quite ill one 
day and night with Malaria, but we were 
very thankful that she soon recovered. 
Besides our services in the villages, we 
had two services in the church-school 
house. One was with the school children 
and the other was Sunday. 
The day before we wished to leave for 
home the boys came with the word that 
our oxen were lost. Where were they? 
Lions had been roaming in this district. 
The boys set out early the next morning, 
but soon returned, reporting no traces. 
Singani said that the oxen had gone home, 
and so the boys travelled the ten miles, 
finding the chief had been right. Two 
tired boys returned to camp that night 
with the oxen. 
The next morning we left for home, be-
ing welcomed by Peter our deacon and 
the boys upon our arrival. Were we hap-
py to get home to clean surroundings, 
clean clothes, baths, and fresh food? Yes, 
but we were happy again to have had the 
privilege of giving the Gospel message. 
You may ask whether they appreciate 
our visits. If the gifts of four fowls, 
eggs, milk, watermelons, corn meal, and 
sweet potatoes signify anything when this 
year many have hardly enough to eat un-
less they have money to buy grain. Yes, 
they are happy to see us; but we still need 
you to back us up in prayer. There are 
many still sitting in heathen darkness— 
gross darkness. 
"He is counting on you,— 
On life, money and prayers. 
He is counting on you, 
0 the wonder and grace 
To look Christ in the face 
And not be ashamed." 
Encouraged 
NEW inspiration and courage have come to your African Co-Labourers, 
as we heard that at our last General Con-
ference, the Foreign Mission Board prom-
ised support and help to worthy appli-
cants, desiring to come across to the For-
eign Mission Field at this time. 
Many today are looking for romance, 
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adventure, and most anything to make 
them popular, or notorious, and many 
may be anxious for an experience of 
which they could boast; of this class we 
need none, but with the work growing at 
every station, and in the rural districts, 
calling for more supervision and Gospel 
work, and our depleted staffs, there is a 
pressing need, for strong men and women 
fully consecrated, spirit filled, and full of 
love for the cause, who can and will work, 
who are willing to do or die enroute or 
on the field. 
Millions are making similar sacrifice 
for King, Ruler, or Country, shall we not 
heed Paul's words, as he counted not his 
life dear unto himself, when he called us 
to follow him as he followed Christ? 
The Great Commission, "Go ye there-
fore and teach all Nations,— And lo I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the World," has not been recalled nor 
cancelled for 1941, or '42. Nor will it 
be till Jesus comes. Yes we are still un-
der fighting orders. Are we Faithful to 
the Commission, and Calling?. 
Yours for Souls. 
W. 0 . WINGER. 
His Blessed Word will not return unto 
Him void. So we ask a continued interest 
in your prayers for both the old, and 
young people. 
Yours for souls. 
W. 0 . WINGER. 
String With 12 Knots 
THIS string was brot by one of our old-er Native Sisters, to show that she 
had paid the usual cash offering of 6d., 
about 12c a month for the 12 months of 
1940. 
Being a grown woman when the Mission 
opened this sister never had the oppor-
tunity to learn, but later turned to the 
Lord, so was expected to give offerings, 
and being acquainted with neither calen-
dar, nor pencil, she spun a string of bark, 
doubled it and for every 6d. paid into the 
offering, she tied one knot. When ques-
tioned by the Native Overseer if she had 
filled up her monthly offerings, this string 
was produced as proof of her faithfulness 
on this line, and her ticket was marked up 
as paid in full. 
Our main effort is with the young, they 
are more responsive to the Gospel, to the 
school work and everything offered them 
as a rule, but it is a wrong principle to 
think that there is no use trying to win 
the older people. We have another wom-
an who is counted by the people as an old 
woman, her repentance and zeal have been 
very genuine and real by all we can see, 
and she is most anxious to know for sure 
that her offering is all paid up, for she 
does not want this to stand in her way 
when she applies for baptism. 
Another old Sister made grass brooms, 
tied up with bark, as the Natives use, in 
_ order to pay her offerings. 
The husband of the first woman men-
tioned, had a lingering illness, and we felt 
that he also found the Lord before his 
death. Thus we are reminded again that 
we are to sow beside all waters, and that 
Why Give Thanks? 
(Concluded from page 357) 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him" 
(Col. 3:15-17). 
God's Will for His Own 
He who can say "amen" to the will of 
God, will always be able to say "halle-
lujah." Frances Ridley Havergal declared: 
"Once the will of God was to me a sigh, 
but now it has become a song. When we 
are in tune with that sweet will, it becomes 
easy to sing praise." Thanksgiving is the 
expression of joy Godward; and like joy, 
it is the fruit of the Holy Spirit in the 
heart of the believer. 
It is ever the will of God that we should 
be joyful, prayerful, and praiseful. By 
this we understand that this is His gracious 
design, rather than our determined resolve. 
God's purpose for us in redemption is that 
we should yield our will and respond in 
glad obedience and praise, but even here, 
He remembers that we are dust. 
Thanksgiving has many contributing fac-
tors. Look, for example, at the life of 
Paul. We admire the great apostle be-
cause of the richness of his life in Christ. 
There is an intensely human touch in the 
account concerning him, given in Acts 
28:14, 15: "We went toward Rome . . . 
When the brethren heard of us, they came 
to meet us, . . . whom when Paul saw, he 
thanked God, and took courage." Was 
Paul depressed in spirit, perhaps through 
ill health, or the exertions and strain of 
the voyage and wreck? Did he need these 
greetings from Christian friends to en-
courage him? Do you recall the occasion 
which prompted him to send Titus to Cor-
inth in order to calm his anxieties concern-
ing the Christians there? It was not till 
the good report came back that he could 
say: "Now thanks be unto God, which al-
ways causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savour of his knowl-
edge by us in every place" (II Cor. 2 :14) . 
Paul had suffered much in order to give 
forth the gospel in Corinth. Yea, in all 
his journeys he had met poverty, persecu-
tion, and distress; yet as Titus reported the 
success of his ministry, he received new 
joy and courage. In a very definite sense, 
we may contribute to the thanksgiving of 
another child of God. Are we failing him, 
and failing God, in this? 
Sacrifice, the Handmaiden of Thanksgiving 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is worthy of per-
petual praise. "By him therefore let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continu-
ally, that is, the fruit of our lips giving 
thanks to his name" (Heb. 13:15) . 
Thanksgiving and sacrifice go together. 
Peter speaks of spiritual sacrifices accept-
able to God by Christ Jesus. This expres-
sion cannot mean that the sacrifice of 
Christ was not sufficient for us. It may 
be explained, rather, in the light of He-
brews 13:16: "But to do good and to com-
municate forget not: for with such sacri-
fices God is well pleased." 'To do good" 
will often awaken praise to God when 
every cause for it seems lacking. 
A minister one Sunday preached a ser-
mon about heaven. The next morning, on 
his way to town, he met one of his older, 
wealthy members. The brother stopped 
the preacher and said: 
"Pastor, you preached a good sermon on 
heaven; but you didn't tell me where 
heaven is." 
"Ah," replied the preacher, " I am glad 
for the opportunity this morning. I have 
just returned from the hilltop yonder. In 
that cottage, there is a member of our 
church. She is sick in bed with a fever; 
her two little children are sick in another 
bed. She has not a bit of coal, nor a 
stick of wood, nor flour, nor meat, nor any 
bread. If you will go down and buy a 
sovereign's worth of good things—good 
provisions—and send them up to her; if 
you will go there and say, 'My sister, I 
have brought these provisions in the name 
of our Lord and Saviour,' if you will ask 
for a Bible, and will read the Twenty-Third 
Psalm, and will then go down on your 
knees and pray—if you will do all that, 
and you do not see heaven before you get 
through, I will pay the bill." 
The next morning, the man met him and 
said: "Pastor, I saw heaven yesterday, and 
I spent fifteen minutes there!" 
The day is coming when we who trust in 
Christ will enter into the "many mansions" 
that our Lord has gone to prepare. A fore-
taste of that coming glory may and should 
be ours today. Thanksgiving and thanks-
living will make it ours. They will bring 
heaven itself into our souls. 
—King's Business. 
The Greatest Book 
IT is impossible to mentally or socially enslave a Bible-reading people.—Hor-
ace Greeley. 
* * * 
The man has never been born who has 
taken the Bible as his Chart and has made 
shipwreck of his life.—Robt. Law, D.D. 
* * « 
The study of this Bible . . . is a post-
graduate course in the richest library of 
human experience.—Herbert Hoover. 
* * # 
In what light soever we regard the Bible, 
whether with reference to revelation, to 
history, or to morality, it is an invaluable 
and inexhaustible mine of knowledge and 
virtue.—John Quincy Adams. 
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Miss Angie's Thanksgiving 
Howe Benning 
ANGIE BECK lived in the small, brown house half way up "Pine Cobble." 
From its low doorway there was a magnif-
icent view of overflowing river, meadow-
land and towering mountain, with the nest-
ling village below. But that was about all 
Angie Beck had, the shabby cottage where 
she had lived alone for the twelve years 
since they had carried her father away, a 
few acres of stony, bushy land, a cow and 
a cat, and this year turnips. 
"Though what on earth I grew 'em for, 
I 'm sure I don't know," she told her near-
est neighbor. "Ground looked so bald and 
lonesome with the grass killed out, I just 
stuck in the seed, and nature and the Lord 
did the rest." 
Perhaps that was why, after the service 
one Sabbath in the little church two miles 
down the hill, the Lord took the matter 
along and permitted Angie to hear Deacon 
Hart remark that he "hadn't a 'baga for 
his horses," and didn't know "what to do." 
That meant a sale of turnips for Miss 
Angie. 
Later in the week, after the second load-
ed wagon had gone down the hill, she sat 
in a mood of rare delight, with bills and 
silver in her hand. 
"Now I'm going to have a decent cloak," 
she mused aloud to Peter, purring beside 
her. "It 's twelve years since my last. The 
ten dollars will go for that. The two will 
shingle the leaky spots, the fifty cents I'll 
give extra to the church, and one dollar 
I'll take to visit Cousin Ann, and get my 
cloak at the same time." And in her 
prompt, business manner the money was 
soon disposed in various bureau drawers, 
the brown dress brushed up, and Sabbath 
morning she went down the two miles to 
the small village church. The text was, "He 
that hath pity upon the poor lendeth to the 
Lord; and that which he hath given will 
He pay him again." 
That evening Miss Angie sat alone and 
thought. "I believe it all, of course. Fa-
ther always gave and I've tried to ; but 
things have grown shabbier, and I'm left a 
poor, lonesome woman, and don't dare to 
think much about times to come. I can't 
understand it." 
Monday morning came, and after giving 
the deserted Peter several portions, Miss 
Angie climbed into the milk wagon of a 
neighbor, rode down to the new trolley, 
and, two hours later, found her way, by 
the aid of a friendly policeman, to the 
shabby portion of the city where Cousin 
Ann lived, and received the hearty welcome 
of the "plain sewing" woman in her cozy 
"third-story back room." 
"And isn't it lucky?" she said, "and to-
morrow I'll take a day off, and we'll see 
the sights and get that cloak; I know where 
I can get a bargain, from the man I sew 
for." And how the tongues did fly after 
that, talking over old times! 
It was almost dusk when a girl of ten 
came in with a bit of work. "Mother's fin-
ished it," she said in a shrill voice. 
"Yes, it comes to fifty cents," and Cousin 
Ann dropped the change in the claw-like 
hand, "and here is a glass of blackberry 
jam my cousin brought from the country. 
It is as good as butter." 
Opportunity 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law. 
Put on the whole armor of God, that ye 
may be able to stand. 
Praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise him, 
all ye people. 
0 satisfy us early with thy mercy: that we 
may rejoice and be glad. 
Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth. 
Teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
Unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord. 
No good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly. 
1 can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me. 
To him that overcometh will I give to eat 
of the tree of life. 
Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.—Selected. 
"Oh, won't mam be glad!" and the child 
darted away. 
"Good gracious, Cousin Ann!" ex-
claimed Miss Angie. "What is the matter 
with he r?" 
"Hungry," was the brief answer. 
"Are there more of them?" 
"Mother and three children. Father 
died two years ago. Mrs. Bent has kept 
soul and body together working; now she 
will have to give up. She will give the two 
girls—this was Helen, and Lizzie is five, 
to the Home for Friendless, where they 
will have the best of care, and perhaps aft-
er a year she can take them again. And 
Rob—he's twelve and earns a little—will 
stay with her and try to live. But she can 
never get well in such a place." 
"Where does she l ive?" 
"In a dark tenement in one of the back 
streets. But I got the doctor to see her, 
and he said her lungs were not touched 
yet." 
"Decent folks?" questioningly. 
"Good as they make. Her grandfather 
was a preacher, and her father a teacher. I 
tell you, Cousin Angie, you see hard things 
here sometimes, dreadful trying on faith." 
Cousin Angie did not sleep much that 
night; she tossed and thought. 
"How does this cloak look?" she asked 
next morning. 
"Not bad," the city cousin replied. 
"Plain styles last." 
They made a call at the miserable home. 
The haggard woman and sickly children 
were a revelation to country eyes. 
"A good rest and God's own air and less 
worry would fill the hollows out, I guess," 
said Cousin Ann. "Now, where first, 
cloaks or animals?" 
"Animals certainly; cloaks are nothing 
but vanity." 
So to the park they hastened, admired 
its flowers and enjoyed its birds. Then 
Cousin Ann insisted, "Now for the cloak; 
the days are growin' short." 
"There isn't to be any cloak," was the 
calm reply. 
"What? What will it be then?" 
"That poor woman and children will be 
my cloak. They are to come up next week 
and spend Thanksgiving and stay a week, 
and see if they can't get enough flesh on to 
show a smile at any rate. So there!" 
And Cousin Ann was too busy just then 
to say a word. 
It was promptly settled that night, and 
when Miss Angie started for her car the 
next morning a clean-faced but ragged 
boy of twelve carried her slim valise. 
"Ma's patchin' my coat already," he an-
nounced, "and she seems a sight better this 
morning. We're going to give her all the 
jam so she'll eat more bread, you know." 
"Bless you, Robert! There's more where 
that grew. You'll see." 
She rode up to Pine Cobble with the 
milkman, and the news of her expected 
company was too good to keep. She made 
pumpkin pies and stuffed the largest 
rooster. 
One day the minister's wife brought a 
large bundle of half-worn clothing. 
"I told Mrs. Seaver about it," she said, 
"and when they left for the city this morn-
ing, she sent these. There's children's and 
men's things you can make over." And 
that completed her bliss. 
In the soft hush of a royal Indian Sum-
mer day the friendly neighbor brought 
the strangers up the hill. 
"But if I had an animal on my place 
that looked like them," he confided to his 
wife, "I 'd think 'twas time for 'em to go 
to kingdom come." 
Miss Angie thought they looked worse 
out in the open, but her soul met the chal-
I'tmiiiii 
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lenge bravely, though she was wise enough 
not to overfeed them until the Thanksgiv-
ing dinner. Then they ate until the spirit 
rebelled. 
And what days followed! In the little 
handcart the children drew loads of leaves 
for the cow's winter bed, or hauled broken 
wood to the shed, while the two women 
made over garments and talked. 
"You're dreadful handy with your 
needle, Mrs. Bent," Miss Angie said one 
day. 
"My mother was a dressmaker, and I 
learned to work with her, once I worked 
for six months in a fashionable shop." 
"I should think so." A new thought had 
come into Miss Angie's mind. And it grew 
in that good soil. 
The second Sabbath after Thanksgiving 
was drawing to a close. It had been a 
beautiful day, and in the new-old garments 
they had all been down to church. Now 
Miss Angie spoke: 
"Mrs. Bent, and you, children, do you 
want to go back to the city?" 
"Well, I guess not!" came from all. 
"Why not stay, then, and be my fam-
i ly?" Miss Angie went on. "You can get 
all the sewing you want, Mrs. Bent, and I 
can help you, and the children can take 
steps for us. I guess, anyway, you'll fare 
as well as you did down there, and we'll 
manage not to starve, either." 
"Oh, if we can only stay!" said the 
mother, and with that the children rushed 
out of doors to shout for joy. 
Left alone, the younger woman rose and 
stooped over the elder. "May I call you 
Aunt Angie?" she asked, "and will you let 
me be Bessie to you?" 
"I 'm only too glad," and both were sob-
bing now. "You see, I'm only a lonesome, 
old woman, getting cranky, too, though I 
never realized it before, and I just need a 
family same as others." 
"And you shall. have it, Aunt Angie," 
was the soft answer, "your own family." 
"And your own home," said the elder. 
So it was settled, and the setting sun 
looked in on smiling faces. 
Now a Thanksgiving of two years later 
draws near as we take one more glance at 
the low, brown home and its family. There 
have been busy days and plain food and 
many hours of planning and thought, but 
never hunger or bitter words. 
Robert, now a stout boy of fifteen, has 
two terms of school each year, and works 
on the little farm in summer time. There 
are two cows now, and an elderly horse 
adds the last drop of bliss to the children's 
cup. Helen will never recover from her 
early privations, but she is very helpful 
and unselfish. 
They are coming up the hill now from 
school, and Lizzie, taking no heed to 
chairs, climbs promptly into Aunt Angie's 
ample lap. 
" 0 Lizzie," the mother says, looking up 
from her sewing, "you are getting alto-
gether too large to make auntie hold y*ou 
like a baby!" 
But the old lady draws the child closer. 
"Lizzie may be auntie's baby till her feet 
touch the floor fair and square." Then, 
as the tired head droops on her shoulder, 
she whispers tenderly, "God setteth the 
solitary in families." Then to the mother, 
"Ah, Bessie, that was a blessed Thanksgiv-
ing, two years ago, that gave me a family 
of my very own." 
Shall we not learn to take the good, not 
the evil, the joy, not the sadness, out of 
life? Thanksgiving Day's message is, 
"There is a whole world of this for you, if 
you will take it."—Advocate. 
Pricks or Praises 
Earl M. Sider 
OUR lives are either annoyed with pricks or enriched with praises. Which it is 
depends entirely on our attitude toward 
God and His commandments. To the one 
who is rebellious and not in line with the 
Word of God, there are many annoying 
and painful pricks, but for that life which 
is submitted to His will, and lived accord-
ing to His plan, as revealed in His Word, 
there are many sincere praises coming from 
the depths of his soul, regardless of how 
unpleasant the circumstances might be. 
It's either pricks or praises. 
This is clearly seen in the life of Saul, 
who came in direct contact with God 
through His servant Stephen. In that re-
markable defense before t h e Sanhedrin, 
Stephen explained how that the temple and 
its worship was transitory and found its 
fulfilment in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. Stephen made this convincing for 
Saul. Jesus was both Lord and Christ. He 
saw Stephen's face shine as he looked to-
ward heaven and said "I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing on 
the right hand of God." During the stoning 
which followed, he heard that victorious 
prayer and listened as Stephen commended 
his spirit into the hands of the LORD JE-
SUS. The pricks began to be felt until 
there was produced a spiritual revolution 
in the shape of acute intellectual and heart 
impulses which urged him to believe that 
truth and right were on the side of Jesus 
Christ. 
Rebellion not only kept Saul from yield-
ing, but created pricks which made living 
miserable. There was no rest from an ac-
cusing conscience, harrassing him daily. 
His days were stormy with unrest of soul. 
They were not only busy but laboriously 
spent. No doubt his nights were likewise 
restless with many sleepless hours as he 
lay planning with a frenzied mind to de-
stroy the followers of the lowly Nazarene. 
There were pricks by day and pricks by 
night. The last bump came when this de-
termined man was smitten to the ground 
on his way to the city of Damascus. But 
why all this miserable living? Simply be-
cause Saul was unwilling to change his 
dead formal religion for the new and liv-
ing way. Nor have self dethroned and 
crucified with Jesus Christ on the throne 
of his heart. 
And is not this the case in lives to-day? 
It is true that Stephen's convincing sermon, 
his shining face and victorious prayer may 
not be heard to bring conviction to men, 
but God, "Who commands the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts to give the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." This 
produces a spiritual revolution in men's 
hearts and minds urging them to fall in line 
with the "truth as it is in Christ Jesus." 
But like Paul, rebellion causes stubborn-
ness and persistent resistance. Some have 
thought it possible to get through with a 
formal religion, or to make allowance for 
the old man, or to withhold the tenth, or 
even to mingle with the world. It is just 
this attitude that causes so many pricks in 
in lives today—unrest of soul, an accusing 
conscience, bad nerves, bad tempers, ill 
health, reverses in business and reverses in 
the home. The root cause of such annoying 
pricks in many cases, if the truth was 
known, would be a rebellious spirit with 
self on the throne. 
But when Saul had about enough of kid-
ding the pricks, he personally met Jesus 
Christ. When face to face with the con-
quering Galilean he called out, "Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to d o ? " His sur-
render was instantaneous, clear, decided, 
complete and final. A deep unfathomable 
and undisturbed peace came to his soul. 
There were no more pricks. 
But after that day of surrender near the 
city of Damascus, Saul suffered much 
more than before. Now it was for Jesus 
Christ, his personal Saviour, so instead of 
pricks there are praises. While Paul and 
Silas were sitting in the Philippian jail 
with their backs bleeding and their feet 
tortured in the stocks, at midnight they 
prayed and sang praises to God. They 
didn't feel the pricks for the glory of God 
filled their soul, causing them to sing 
aloud their praises to Him. 
And so it is today. The child of God 
must take the cross of his Lord daily. But 
in the bearing of that cross there is not 
only a present suffering but a present 
glory, for He sits on the throne of our 
hearts filling them with contentment, peace 
and gladness. The suffering is forgotten in 
the richness of His fellowship. 
Why have pricks when God can give 
praises ? 
Many people are afraid to do wrong, 
and make their religion out of "Thou shalt 
not." But the really devout Christian turns 
to "Thou shalt," and carries it out with en-
thusiasm. A horror of evil is wise, but a 
passionate love of good leads far higher. 
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The Hooked Cross or His Cross 
I T'S 1834. The great German-Jewish poet, Heinrich Heine, is writing and it is an 
astonishingly prophetic passage he pens. 
Listen—"Christianity—and this is its most 
beautiful accomplishment—has mitigated 
to some extent that brutal German war 
lust, but it could not destroy it, and if the 
time should come when the Cross . . . 
should break down, then the savagery of 
the old warriors will reappear, that blind 
Berserker-madness of which the Nordic 
poets sing . . . The ancient gods of stone 
will rise from their graves." 
It's 1859. Dr. Jacques Martin Barzun 
writes about it in his book, "Darwin, Marx, 
Wagner." This learned doctor is History 
Prof, at Columbia U. and must know a lot. 
June issue of Time writes a long review and 
emphasizes certain significant facts. Ac-
cording to this author our present troubles 
began in the above year when Darwin pub-
lished his "Origin of the Species", Karl 
Marx published his "Critique of Political 
Economy", Richard Wagner (Ger. com-
poser and poet) finished "Tristan and 
Isolde". "These three were the intellec-
tual forbears of Lenin, Hitler, and Mus-
solini." "Paganism, streamlined and arro-
gant, has reconquered more of Europe 
than it has held for a thousand years," 
says Time. "Yet even among Christians, 
few people think of World War No. II as 
a religoius war—Europe's greatest since 
the Franks beat back the Saracens at 
Tours. This oversight and the pagan suc-
cess have a common cause . . . The ordi-
nary educated man of today sees no third 
choice between the 'scientific ideas' of the 
late 19th century and the 'obscurantism 
and superstition of the Middle Ages," says 
Dr. Barzun. The reviewer adds, "Tell 
such a man that you are not a Darwinian, 
and he will usually conclude that you 
must be a Fundamentalist." "The Nazis 
have simply carried to its logical limit an 
idea that is shared in some degree through-
out Western civilization—the fatalistic 
idea that evolution and progress are the re-
sult of the survival of the fittest in a strug-
gle to the death for life," observes the 
professor. 
It's just about a century later than 
Heine that another writes. Dr. Arnold 
Frank says. "The Lutheran State Church 
ceased to believe in Christianity- in the 
divinity of Christ, in a future life. The 
greater part of the Lutheran pastors 
preached morality instead of the Cross. 
The ancient paganism and war lust sprang 
up again, and the few pastors who spoke 
against it were counted as rebels. The na-
tion lost its faith in His Cross and put its 
faith instead in the Hooked Cross, the 
Swastika." 
It's 1941. In the September issue of 
Christian Herald, Ernest S. Pisko of Vien-
na, Austria before Hitler's march into that 
land, then of Czechoslovakia, then Eng-
land and now in the U. S., is writing. He 
was editor-in-chief of Austria's biggest 
(democratic) newspaper combine. He 
says: "The German mind has under-
gone a radical change within the last 
eight years. . . . It was a highly significant 
fact that for years the world spoke of 
'Hitlerism' as though one super-gangster 
had been solely responsible for all the mis-
deeds; as though one super Mandrake had 
the power to hold a seventy million people 
spell-bound. The former European lead-
ers overlooked the terrible truth that not 
by some particular concatenation of cir-
cumstances, 'the scum of the nation' had 
managed to get at the top, but that the 
movement had been powerful enough to 
turn the scum in every single German's 
mind to the top. The noble qualities were 
sent to the bottom. There they still lie 
buried and suffocated. 
"What actually happened in Germany 
was the diabolical counterpart of what 
had happened nineteen hundred and ten 
years ago, when Christianity came into our 
world. It was a revolution of the human 
soul then—the determined turning to the 
most sublime values. It was a revolution 
now—the devaluation of all our ethical 
standards. That condition will not be 
changed by any peace treaty. It will re-
quire another revolution—and we have to 
take this word in its spiritual meaning too 
—to make the world safe for peace. The 
very soul of the Germans will have to be 
expurgated. To many of them Christiani-
ty was no more than a confession of words, 
even before the coming of Hitler. Its 
essence never blended with their feeling. 
They professed it in the same manner that 
they wore their clothes—both being the 
shibboleth of the society. They embraced 
Nazism with the fervor of criminals, sud-
denly set free and appointed to the offices 
of their former persecutors." 
Those who have "kept the faith", with 
whom the Cross has not broken down, have 
known all along that almost the whole 
world has been sef on fire bv the train of 
inflammable material laid by these ene-
mies of God. Darwin and Marx, not only 
in our political institutions, but in our 
schools, colleges and churches. It is too 
late to lav the charge of arson at their 
door, probably too late for men to put out 
the fire. That is whv we are prayerfully 
concerned that in OUR SCHOOLS the 
Bright and Morning Star may never be 
dimmed—that the Cross may never break 
down there. 
Shall we yet take a look about us as is 
suggested by the following article taken 
from an Arkansas Methodist publication: 
"By far the most popular song in America 
just now is 'God Bless America'. It is a 
beautiful song and ought to be sung with 
great zeal. But think of God's side of the 
matter for a minute. How can God bless 
America under the circumstances under 
which many Americans live? 
"Can God bless America when in other 
lands children are starving for bread and 
milk, and 130 million Americans spend 
seven billion dollars annually in some 
form of gambling? Can God bless Amer-
ica when even in some churches 'bingo', 
a purely gambling game, is played to raise 
money to build the kingdom? Can God 
bless America when during the last year 
one and a half billion dollars was wagered 
on horse races—a sum larger than was 
spent for. national relief? Can God bless 
America when during 1940, five billion 
dollars was spent for intoxicating liquor— 
an average of nearly $40 per man, woman 
axid child? 
"Can God bless Amercia when more 
money is spent for candy and cosmetics 
than for religious education of youth? 
Can God bless America when tons upon 
tons of salacious literature pours from our 
secular presses to inflame the beastly pas-
sions of men? It is no more reasonable to 
expect a genuine blessing of God under 
these circumstances than to gather figs 
from thistles. If America expects to be 
blessed, she must meet the conditions of a 
righteous God, 'Blessed are they who hun-
ger and thirst after righteousness . . .' 
'Righteousness exalteth a nation.' " 
It would seem that to us is flung the 
challenge of keeping the Cross from 
breaking down in our schools, colleges, 
churches and in our homes. From our 
masthead may every breeze cause to wave, 
the bloodstained banner of King Imman-
uel. It is "His Cross" and freedom, or 
the "Crooked Cross" in some form or an-
other and slavery of body, soul and spirit. 
Which shall it be? 
In a previous discussion we presented 
the Dewey substitute for Christianity: a 
"religious devotion to intelligence". There 
is none of "His Cross" in it. "What hope 
does such a religion offer to sinsick man?" 
asks Dr. Cooke. "What is there in it to 
prevent its leading to that terrible con-
summation against which Scriptures have 
warned for those who trust in the wisdom 
of man? Its true meaning seems to be 
stated by Bertrand Russell. Dewey's fel-
low philosopher, and we shudder as we 
repeat such a declaration: " 'Man is the 
product of causes which had no prevision 
of the end they were achieving; his origin, 
his growth, his hopes are but the outcome 
of accidental collocations of atoms; that 
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no fire, no heroism, no intensity of thought 
and feeling can preserve an individual life 
beyond the grave; that all the labors of 
the ages, all the noonday brightness of hu-
man genius are destined to extinction in 
the vast death of the solar system; and 
that the whole temple of man's achieve-
ment must inevitably be buried beneath 
the debris of a universe in ruins,—all 
these things, if not quite beyond dispute, 
are yet so nearly certain that no philoso-
phy which rejects them can hope to stand. 
(Sounds like the work the Crooked Cross 
is doing) Only within the scaffolding of 
these truths (!) only on this firm founda-
tion of unyielding despair, can the soul's 
habitation henceforth be safely built." 
"In the light of all this, both as to secu-
lar and Christian education, is it not high 
time that the Christian teachers of America 
rise up and cry out boldly against those of 
whom Isaiah spoke, who 'utter error 
against the Lord, to make empty the soul 
of the hungry man, and . . . cause the 
drink of the thirsty to fai l? ' " —C.R.H. 
Prominence or Pre-eminence 
James A. Sanaker 
I s IT POSSIBLE for God to play a prominent part in the life of a believer and yet be 
thrust aside at times so that Jesus, the Son 
of His love, does not get the pre-eminence? 
It seems so. 
Paul, writing to the Colossians, praying 
for their spiritual growth, and giving 
thanks for the Kingdom of God's Son, says: 
"Giving thanks unto the Father" (Col. 
1:12), "who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness" (vs. 13) "into the 
Kingdom of His dear Son." "He is the 
Head of the body" (vs. 18), "the Firstborn 
from the dead; that in all things He might 
have the pre-eminence." 
We give Jesus a high place in our 
hearts, most of us who love the Lord even 
a little. But something or someone comes 
along and before we realize the bitter truth, 
Christ has been pushed back. He may, so 
to speak, still be playing second fiddle in 
our life symphony, but He no longer has 
the pre-eminence! 
Paul did not say He should have the 
complete leadership in all things except 
in business. He did not say Jesus should 
be our Master, save in love affairs. He 
did not declare that God's Son should rule 
our hearts and lips and feet, saving, per-
haps, in social activities or when a person 
who is really ambitious has a chance to 
forge to the front in some unethical man-
ner. God wanted the Apostle to make it 
very clear and definite, so his inspired pen 
put on the imperishable scroll these defin-
ite words of Divine warning, "that in all 
things He might have the pre-eminence." 
This seems to include the big things and 
the little things, the activities of Sunday 
or Monday, the metings in the church or 
out of church, the conversation in the ves-
try and on the sidewalk, the behavior in 
the factory, or on the farm, or in the pri-
vate office, the actions over the kitchen 
stove or in the parlor. 
It might even be possible that in a 
church board meeting Christ does not get 
the pre-eminence. Perhaps some influen-
tial man or woman covets first honors, be-
cause of purse or position, and Jesus has to 
"fade" from the microphone while the 
proud person takes the spotlight and plays 
to the grand stand, to mix a few metaphors. 
It is done, not to the glory of God, but to 
the dismay of His Son and the sorrow of 
some of His saints. 
It is also possible that He may not have 
the pre-eminence in His House on the 
Lord's Day. 
Perhaps a soloist, a preacher, a musical 
director, or all three, dare to take positive 
pre-eminence and more time and attention 
than that given to our dear Lord and Sav-
iour. Are we getting so vain, so selfish, 
so lacking in submission to God's will, that 
we are willing to let a whole group of hu-
mans push Jesus from the pedestal which 
none else should even share, except as co-
heirs, bought with a price, and accepted in 
humble gratitude to an all merciful Fa-
ther: God forbid! It is not for us to boast, 
General Education Board Would 
Like to Know If? 
You recall the Bible Quiz in the August 
25th issue of the Visitor? 
Here are a few facts as applied to the 
Church in Pennsylvania: 
Two out of each thousand members re-
sponded to the quiz. 
Three people from Canada responded to 
the Quiz. One wrote, "I have checked off 
14 that I answered from memory, although 
I could not give Scripture references cor-
rectly. I would like another Quiz of this 
style. I think it a very good plan to en-
courage Bible Study." The other two did a 
good job from memory and said they would 
like more of the same style. 
A total of eleven people took time to 
write out the answers. 
They declared they enjoyed searching the 
Scriptures and asked for more such drills. 
The eleven who sent in their answers 
stated that they could answer over sixty 
per cent of the questions from memory. 
The average grade of these excellent Bi-
ble students was 96.3%. 
Here are a few facts from California: 
Not a single report was turned in. 
We don't know whether anybody received 
any benefit from it? 
Other facts: 
No other section of the country has been 
heard from. 
Where are the other 4999 ( ? ) members of 
the Brethren in Christ and their Bibles? 
There will be no more like it if there was 
no value to it. 
It isn't too late yet to find the paper and 
let us know how you liked it. 
You will find the name of the member of 
the General Education Board nearest you 
in the General Conference Minutes. 
for you or for me to brag or to push our-
selves forward and Jesus into the back-
ground. He must have the pre-eminence, 
whether we get any praise or glory or ap-
plause ot gain or not, in an earthly sense. 
We know what shall be our ultimate re-
ward for yielding to His voice and doing 
those things pleasing to Him. 
"Beware," said Paul, "lest any man spoil 
you through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudi-
ments of the world, and not after Christ." 
There are so many outsiders who want to 
remind us that "we live only once" and 
that "everybody else does i t" and that 
"those things are too common to be sin 
any more" and so on without end. God 
has not altered his commandments, chang-
ed His plans, or given special permission 
to any man or group to dehorn the devil. 
Sin is still sin. Mockery is still mockery. 
Disobedience is still disobedience. 
"Blessed are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God." And the pure in heart 
give His Son the pre-eminence in all 
things. If we love Him we keep His com-
mandments. We do not accept worldly 
engagements. We do not commit worldly 
indiscretions, to use a too polite phrase 
entirely. We do not make the same blunder 
twice, if we have asked Gods' forgiveness 
for Christ's sake, 490 times, and then some 
for doing it once. We do forgive others, 
more. We walk circumspectly, as careful-
ly as we can, in constant prayer that God 
will keep us close to Him and that all 
others may accept Jesus, too, and give Him 
pre-eminence in all things. He is worthy, 
for His name is above every name and He 
said, "Behold, I come quickly; and My re-
ward is with Me, to give every man accord-
ing as his work shall be." 
—Cleveland Gospel Herald. 
How to Read the Bible 
1. Read the Scriptures regularly 
through. Read alternately, portions from 
the Old and New Testaments. Begin at the 
beginning of each. Mark where you leave 
off, and begin there next time. When you 
have finished each Testament begin it 
again. 
2. Read with prayer. You cannot by 
your own wisdom understand the Word of 
God. In all your reading of the Scrip-
tures, seek carefully the help of the Holy 
Spirit. Ask for Jesus' sake that He will 
enlighten you. 
3. Read with meditation. Ponder over 
what you read. The truth is thus applied 
to your heart. You see new and deeper 
meanings. It is better to think over a 
little than merely to read a great deal. 
4. Read with reference to yourself. Nev-
er read only with a view to instructing 
others; but for your own teaching. Re-
ceive blessing yourself first, and you will 
communicate it to others. Always ask 
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yourself, "How does this affect m e ? " 
5. Read with faith. Not as statements 
which you may believe or not, but as the 
revealed Word of God. Receive every word 
as true, with simple childlike trust. Rest 
upon the promises. Read them as made 
for you. 
6. Read in order to carry into practice. 
We must accept His Word as being the 
revelation of His will. In it He tells us 
what to be and what to do. He expects us 
to be "obedient children." 
—George Mutter. 
Relief and Service Committee 
(Concluded from page 354) 
vestment in the welfare of our boys who are 
in the draft call. The Civilian Service 
Camps as they are now being operated have 
been favorably commended by all the Gov-
ernment agencies and inspectors who are 
responsible for their technical supervision; 
have been appreciated in the communities 
in which they are operating, and have re-
ceived favorable comment in the public 
press. The fact that the Church groups are 
supporting this program without demanding 
government funds has elicited outstanding 
praise from some prominent leaders in 
Congress. 
In order to preserve the privileges al-
ready granted, we feel it imperative that 
the present program be sustained and sup-
ported. 
Frequent mention has been made in these 
columns of the plan to solicit and recognize 
contributions through the stamp and certif-
icate plan. This plan is applicable to all 
gifts to either relief or the camp service. 
The relief and service stamps are put up in 
books of 100 10c stamps with a value of 
ten dollars per book. Some congregations 
appoint a solicitor to handle the matter. 
Our committee suggests that it can be 
handled very simply through your Sunday 
School Treasurer. You buy one or more 
books from your treasurer's fund and mem-
bers of the school buy stamps from Sunday 
to Sunday as they desire thus returning the 
money to your treasury. These stamps are 
affixed to cards which we furnish free, each 
card holding 10 stamps, a value of $1. When 
any contributor has filled five of these cards 
he can send them in and receive a certificate 
as a permanent record of his gift. 
Your congregation or district will receive 
credit at the time stamps are purchased. 
All gifts of $5.00 or more should be sent 
in with name of donor, and Certificate will 
be issued at once. 
Stamps, Cards and Certificates may be 
obtained from our Treasurer, John Hoffman, 
Maytown, Pa., or from the nearest member 
of the Relief and Service Committee. 
H. G. Brubaker, Upland, Calif. 
Ray I. Witter, Navarre, Kans. 
O. B. Ulery, Springfield, O. 
I Am the Bible 
"I am the recorder of the gate. 
''I speak every language under the sun, 
and enter every corner of the earth. 
"I bring information, inspiration and 
recreation to all mankind. 
"I am the enemy of ignorance and slav-
ery, the ally of enlightenment and liberty. 
"I treat all persons alike, regardless of 
race, color, creed or condition. 
"I have power to stretch man's vision, 
to deepen his feeling and enrich his life. 
"I am a true friend, a wise counselor and 
faithful guide. 
"I am as silent as gravitation, pliant and 
powerful as the electric currents and endur-
ing as the everlasting hills. 
"I am the Bible."—Selected. 
In the Bible there is more that finds me 
than I have experienced in all other books 
put together.—Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 
I am going away back to the Book, to 
believe it, and receive it, as I did at the 
first. I can live no longer on uncertain-
ties. I am going back to the faith of the 
Word of God.—Henry Drummond. 
"E. V. LINE" TbeAwxe Christmas Assortment 
27 Choice Folders with Envelopes 
The "E. V. Line" announces the most distinguished Christmas box assortment in value that 
has been featured. This assortment is well arranged and composed of a large variety as-
sembled of 21 new reproductions for the 1941 season. You will be more than pleased with 
the excellent quality of paper and the outstanding features of each individual card. This as-
sortment contains cards with foil inserts, embossing, die cuts, with striking religious, scenic 
and other designs. This box offers many new details that have not been found before in 
a box, such as "The Bells of Bethlehem", Roses, Suede effect, Religious oil painting repro-
ductions and embossing on foil. You will want this box to add a certain spiritual quality 
to the Christmas season. These cards will inspire admiration and gladden your friends. This 
box is presented in Scripture Text and religious assortment. I t comes in a beautiful gift box. 
ORDER BY NUMBER. 
Scripture Text SI 4. 
PRICE $1.00. 
Religious El 41 
E. V. PUBLISHING HOUSE, 301-5 N. Elm St., Nappanee, Ind. 
